
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Term 1, Week 1, 30 January 2020 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
Happy New Year!   
Welcome to the 2020 school year at Holy Spirit.  A special welcome to new families as you begin your journey in our school.  In a 
very special way we welcome the newest students in our school – the Preppies!  The start of school is such an exciting time and 
it was wonderful to welcome families and students on this important day. 
 
This year marks our schools 90th anniversary!  For 90 years families have enrolled their children seeking a quality Catholic 
education and we continue that commitment in 2020.  While we celebrate our 90th birthday, we also recognise 175 years since 
the first Catholic school was established in Queensland.  Important milestones which we will celebrate throughout this year. 
 
 Our Vision Statement reminds all of us of who we are as a community: 
 

Holy Spirit School is a welcoming, inclusive faith community embracing hope, quality teaching and learning, tolerance 
and understanding of difference.  Through the ideals of Catherine McAuley of service, dignity and compassion and by 
living the Gospel of Jesus, we aim to empower learners of all ages to embrace challenge, transform and enrich our 
world to “know what is right”. 

 
This Vision Statement becomes a living document when all in our community play a part.  I look forward to working with everyone 
– students, parents and staff as we continue to build and grow our school community. 
 
With every good wish, Kim  
 
Serious health conditions – WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Please be aware and informed that we have children within our school who have serious health conditions.  Some children are 
immunosupressed, meaning that these children have a lower immunity and cannot fight infections in the normal way.  Viruses 
that cause measles, chickenpox and shingles could make these children extremely unwell. Influenza, Gastroenteritis, Stomach 
Flu’s and any other common conditions such as colds that involve high temperatures can put these children at serious risk. 
Therefore I would be grateful if you would contact the school immediately if your child was found to have one of these illnesses. 
If we know that there has been exposure to any of these illnesses, medical treatment and medicine can be given to lessen the 
side effect of such an infection to these children. This medicine does need to be given as soon as possible after the contact has 
taken place. Please be assured that your child is not at any risk because of these children. 
As a basic rule, if your child is unwell, please keep them at home to ensure all children can have the best opportunity to be in 
a healthy learning environment.   
 
 
Welcome to new staff 
Welcome to Holy Spirit School: Madonna McGreevy –  
1H teacher, Diana Hatt – 3H teacher (commences Week 2), 
Jeremy Fischer – 4H teacher, Georgia McCristal – MSS teacher, 
Cassie Li - Mandarin teacher (commences in Week 3), 
Ze Lobao-Ferreira - HPE teacher.  We are grateful that you  
have joined our team and look forward to your contributions  
throughout this year.   
 
Sandals at Holy Spirit 
Navy or black sandals can be worn with the formal school 
uniform.  Please note the sandals are not to be worn when  
children have HPE lessons.  A number of students are wearing 
the Saltwater brand sandals.  These sandals are available at  
Cocoon Living – a shop located in Paddington (https://cocoonliving.com).  It is not compulsory that these sandals are selected 
or purchased. 
 

 

https://cocoonliving.com/


 

 
School Uniform 

Holy Spirit School is a uniform school.  As part of creating an inclusive school community, it is 

important that every student is wearing the correct uniform every day.   Coloured shoes and 

shoes that are not black are not part of our school uniform.  Please also pay attention to the 

school socks.  Families with students not wearing the correct uniform will be asked to correct this 

by Week 2.   

Communication 
Everyone should have now received a 2020 school calendar indicating significant events 
throughout our year.  The newsletter – distributed each Thursday - will include any updates or 
changes to events.  Highlights of school activities will also be available on Instagram @ 
hssnewfarmprincipal.  This group is only available for parents/caregivers of children at our 
school.  If your profile is an unusual name, please let me know and I will then accept your request. 
 
Update Contact Details 
Please ensure your contact details are up-to-date at all times.   
 
Nut Aware 
Please be aware that a number of children in our school have very serious allergies. Reactions to 
nuts and nut products can be life threatening for these children.  Please take care not to send 
food with nuts or nut products which can affect children in our school. 
 
Pick up Zone! 
Please take note of the following details regarding the pick up/drop off zone: 

• Follow all speed limits around our school 

• Do not park/leave your car in the pick up zone 

• If you are unable to access a space in the pick up zone, you are required to drive on and 
re-join the line (after going around the block) 

• Pull into the drop off zone and use all spaces including the driveway area at the staff 
carpark 

• Move to the top of the zone before allowing children to move in or out of the vehicle 

• Take care when departing the zone to ensure there are no cars in front of you or on the 
road behind you 

• Do not block neighbours driveways or access out of their houses during pick up time 
 
Police and council officers regularly patrol our school area.  Please follow all directions 
respectfully to ensure the safety of all of our children.  Family signs will be prepared and  sent 
home in the coming weeks.  Please display these signs at the front of your car when using the 
pickup zone to allow for a speedy response to your arrival. 
 
Parent Representatives 
A key role in our school is the class parent representatives.  If you are interested in finding out 
more about the role or volunteering please contact the school office. 
 
90th Anniversary Celebrations  - SAVE THE DATE – Friday 29th May 2020 
On Friday 29th May we will host an “OP SHOP BALL”!  Get dressed in your best ‘outfit’ purchased 
from an Op Shop and come along to a night of fun in the school hall.  Proof of purchase will be 
required! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

JANUARY 

31 Assembly, 8.35am 

Prep 2021 Enrolments 

Close 

 FEBRUARY 

5 Sausage Sizzle Starts 

7 Assembly: 4S, 8.35am 

11 – 

13 

 

11 

Yrs 2-6 Swimming 

 

Parent Information 

Meeting, 5.45pm 

12 P & F Meeting, 7pm 

14 Assembly, 8.35am 

16 Welcome Breakfast, 

7.30am and Mass 

9.30am 

19 Prep Parents Welcome 

Q & A Session, 6.45pm 

20 Year 3 Class Mass, 

9am 

21 DR Manufacturing Pop 

Up Shop 7.30am-

8.30am 

Assembly: 4H, 8.35am 

24 Yrs 2-6 Swimming 

Carnival.  Stafford 

State School 



 

News from the Primary Learning Leader 
 
Firstly, I would like to welcome you all to the start of a new school year. As Primary Learning Leader at Holy Spirit School it is my role to 
support all teachers in delivering high quality learning experiences to all students. I am both proud and excited to work with a group of 
passionate, committed and highly competent teachers. 
On Wednesday I was fortunate to talk with many of our new Prep parents as part of their welcome to HSS. I shared with them the 
importance of asking meaningful questions to get answers that provide an indication of how children are travelling, be that socially, 
academically or emotionally. 
It is important that this type of questioning occurs, so your children see the value you place in their schooling. I cannot emphasise enough 
the power of presence in these interactions. The conversations you engage in with your children gives them a chance to reflect and has a 
great impact on their disposition to school life.  
In this time remove all distractions. Switch off your mobile phone. Turn the radio down. Ask questions with intent and listen with even 
more intent. Show your children that, in that moment, the most important thing is what they learnt in class, the friend they played with 
at lunch time, their favourite book read by the teacher, or the awesome building they constructed during a maths lesson.  
The 5 minutes you spend discussing your child’s day pays great dividends in the long run! 
 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) 
Our commitment to Positive Behaviour for Learning continues in 2020.  This framework offers a whole school approach which promotes 
wellbeing, behaviour and supports the creation of positive learning environments.   
The language of the Holy Spirit School Behaviour Chart which has been purpose-designed for our school will be taught and reinforced 
regularly throughout the year.  This has been included in this newsletter and outlines the expectations of behaviour throughout various 
school experiences.  You will hear this language being used at lineup, assembly and in classrooms and we encourage you to check in with 
your children at home regarding expected behaviours within the school.   
 
Regards, Troy Giess. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Congratulations 
and welcome to 
our 2020 Preps 
and families. 



 

 

 

 P&F Association Update  

On behalf of P&F Association I would like to welcome our Holy Spirit family and friends to another school 

year. I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome new families to our school. The Holy Spirit 

School community is warm and welcoming and we hope that your first year is a special one. 

The P&F are very excited about 2020. It will be a busy and exciting year with our Spring Fair to be held on 

Sunday 13 September. Look out for updates and information about the planning and organisation for the 

Fair in the coming weeks and months in the weekly newsletter and other school communication channels. 

A reminder to all that P&F meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month in the school library 

at 7pm. Our next meeting will be on the 12th February. We hope you can attend. 

If you would like more information about the P&F or have any questions please do not hesitate to send us 
an email at pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au 

 

DR Manufacturing 

Please find follow information on how you can order school uniforms: 

• Email/Phone orders direct to D R Manufacturing, info@drmanufacturing.com.au, 3257 1472 

• Weekly dispatch to School; 

Orders received from Monday up till 4.00pm on Thursday will be shipped to the School Friday for 
collection from School Reception the following Monday (no postage charges applicable) 

• Direct shipping to home/business address available (postage additional) 

• School Office has Hats available for purchase 

 

Ms Laura Tiong offers piano tuition to students of all ages and levels. She is a warm and 
encouraging teacher who produces excellent results in students' AMEB exams.  Her students 

find piano learning fun, creative, nurturing and achievable! 
Ms Laura is available to teach piano at Holy Spirit on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays during 

school hours.  Please contact Laura at 0433981226 or laurationg@gmail.com for further 
enquiries. 

 

mailto:info@drmanufacturing.com.au
mailto:laurationg@gmail.com

