
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Term 3, Week, 16 July 2020 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
Welcome back to Term 3.  I trust that you managed to enjoy the holidays with your children.  While things are certainly not 
back to “normal”, it did feel very good that all the children were here together to commence the term.   
 
I was excited about the onsite School Board and P & F Meetings held last night and being able to re-connect with parents 
after so long.  Thank you to the P & F for organising the parent presentation on Parenting with Heart by Sue Attrill.  The link 
to the presentation is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ejp5PzGpq90&t=13s  
 
Next Wednesday after 4.00pm you will have access to Semester 1 Report Cards on the Parent Portal.  Please be aware that 
high traffic in accessing this site sometimes creates difficulties.  Results on report cards are related to “Achievement 
Standards” in each of the Australian Curriculum areas.  The achievement standards describe what students are typically 
able to understand and able to do.  They describe expected achievement by the end of each year level and describe a broad 
sequence of expected learning.  
 
Take time to consider how you will discuss and share this report card with your child.  Always begin by focussing on the 
positive that you see in the report card.  Ask questions that provide more information than the results on the page – Was 
the work too difficult? Do things happen too quickly or too slowly in your classroom? Does your child complete homework 
as revision and ask questions when problems arise?  The 3-Way Conferences will be an opportunity to plan for “next steps” 
and goal setting to progress learning.  More ideas can be found here: https://www.teachervision.com/report-cards-advice-
parents *Please excuse the exclusive language contained in this article. 
 
With every good wish, Kim 

 

Three Way Conferences 
The safety, wellbeing and health of all in our community remains a priority and your support in following all the procedures 
we have in place is appreciated.  It is essential that social distancing outside our school is implemented.  Yesterday you 
were sent the procedures that must be followed for us to proceed with 3-way conferences in the school hall.  I am reprinting 
them here to ensure everyone understands the expectations of when entering the school grounds. 

• Parents/caregivers and students are only to physically come on the school site 5 minutes prior to the scheduled 
interview time. 

• Parents are requested to leave younger siblings at home during these interviews.  Only the student presenting is to 
attend the designated interview time.  If you have consecutive interviews, students can remain outside the hall until 
their conference time. 

• Parents/caregivers and students are requested to wait outside the hall limiting physical contact with any other 
individual or any external surfaces. 

• Social distancing requirements must be enforced while waiting for your conference time. 
• Entry to the hall will be via the glass doors at the rear of the hall. 
• Do not enter the hall until you are invited to do so.   
• Once you are invited into the hall, parents/caregivers and students will be requested to use the hand sanitiser 

provided. 
• Social distanced spacing for these meetings will be organised in the hall. 
• Between each meeting, the teacher will wipe down the table used during this meeting.  
• Parents/caregivers and students are requested to not attend the conference if they are:  unwell, showing signs of the 

flu, have a temperature, have recently travelled to Victoria or identified hot spots.  If you are unable to attend due to 
illness, please make contact with the class teacher. 

• Hand sanitiser will be available at the exit to the hall which is through the tuckshop door. 
• All parents/caregivers are asked to depart from the school promptly once the conference occurs.  Do not gather or 

congregate with other families or parents as instructed by QLD Health. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ejp5PzGpq90&t=13s
https://www.teachervision.com/report-cards-advice-parents
https://www.teachervision.com/report-cards-advice-parents


 

 

Dear Families, 
Welcome back for Term 3. I trust you had a happy time with your children over the school holidays and found some time 
to rest yourselves. As teachers, it is always refreshing to share in the children’s excitement when they share their 
experiences of their holiday fun with us! 
 
This term we have a few exciting things coming up on our calendar for the religious life of the school. In Week 3 we will 
celebrate Catholic Education Week. Catholic Education has a rich history in Queensland, with the first school in our state 
being a Catholic school. This Year we celebrate 175 years of Catholic Education in Queensland. I look forward to sharing 
more about this with you in Week 3.  
We will begin engaging with the work of Catholic Mission through their Soctober Campaign. Catholic mission works with 
communities around the world to bring fullness of life to all people through a range of projects. A key part of their work 
is the development and sustenance of children in some of the poorest communities in the world.  
 
This term our parish is also running its sacramental program for children in Year 3 and above. If you haven’t already 
done so, please make contact with the parish office ASAP as classes for the Sacrament of Confirmation begin very shortly. 
First Holy Communion will take place later in the term. You can contact the parish office on 33583744 or via email at 
newfarm@bne.catholic.net.au.  
 

In the final week of the term we will be holding a Mini Mission Fair with the students. Each class will be responsible for 
setting up and running their own stall, with the proceeds raised going to charity. We look forward to our mini fair filling 
a small part of the void left by the cancellation of the Spring Fair. More details will be shared throughout the term. 
 
We are excited about the prospect of our class masses potentially starting up again this term. At this stage it will be 
students and staff only until Covid-19 gathering restrictions are further lifted. We look forward to this important aspect 
of our Catholic community once again being reinstated.  
 
Each year the first full week in July marks NAIDOC Week. Unfortunately NAIDOC Week celebrations have been put on 
hold due to Covid-19, but if all continues to improve, will be moved to the week beginning 8 November. At this time we 
acknowledge our First Nations people and look forward to the celebrations in November.  
 
Blessings for a safe and happy Term 3.  Oliver 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Families, 
This year students from Year 3-6 will have the opportunity to take part in the Australian Maths Competition. This 
competition is administered by the Australian Maths Trust, a not-for-profit organisation that was established in the 
1970’s by Australian mathematician Peter O’Halloran.  
 
The trust was developed to provide students across Australia with more significant opportunities to develop their 
interest and capabilities in maths. As a result of this vision, the Australian Maths Competition has been successfully 
enriching and challenging students from Australia to engage their interests and develop them into creative problem 
solvers. 
The AMC is an engaging 30-problem competition that demonstrates the importance and relevance of mathematics in 
students’ everyday lives. Australia’s leading educators and academics, with a deep understanding of our national 
curriculum standards, actively design the unique AMC problems each year. 
 
Information has been emailed to parents of students in Years 3-6 and a follow up email has been sent to outline payment 
information. 
If you require any further information regarding the AMT please make contact via email: 
troy.giess@bne.catholic.edu.au 

 
Kind Regards, Troy Giess, Primary Learning Leader 

mailto:newfarm@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:troy.giess@bne.catholic.edu.au


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Student of the Week AWARDS 

 
PREP S Hugo H Returning to school focused, ready to listen and learn. 

 Marcella K 
An amazing start to Term 3.  You are showing wonderful qualities of a great 
learner. 

PREP H Joshua W Imaginative hat creation in response to Mrs Honey’s Hat. 
  Frankie B Persistence demonstrated in reading groups. 
YEAR 1S Evelyn H Amazing listening and participation during class discussions. 
  Samuel G The way you thoughtfully reflected on your learning from Semester One. 
YEAR 1H Clover D A great start to Term 3 and settling into your new school routine. 
  Albert D A positive start to Term 3 and making responsible choices. 
YEAR 2H Oliver W Taking the time to make your work neat and well presented. 
  Ruby G The amazing effort you are putting into work on your reading. 
YEAR 2S Oliver D Showing great persistence with mathematics tasks. 
  Lucy W Completing all of her work to a high standard. 
YEAR 3S Khloe D Confidently making connections with the text in your reading group. 
  Robert C Completing the entertaining ‘Quick Write’ about a holiday adventure. 

YEAR 3H 
Emmett H Increased persistence with your written work. 

Albert G Displaying a positive attitude and growth mindset to your learning. 
YEAR 4S Stavros F The energy and enthusiasm that you brought to Dance Fever. 
  Jade A The positive way that you have begun Term 3. 
YEAR 4H Alice O Your dedication and continuous efforts in all schoolwork. 
  Oliver Y Your consistent effort in all lessons and excellent presentation of work. 

MS S Benat B 
His motivation and persistence in learning.  Benat is always willing to take on 
constructive feedback and grow across all areas. 

 Mia M 
Being positive about her learning, making adjustments where necessary and 
always extending her thinking by taking on more challenging tasks. 

MS H Gabriela V For your active engagement and participation in Religion. 
 Sam F Always being a keen and enthusiastic class member. 
Sports 
Award 

Nico V His sportsmanship, teamwork and commitment. 

 
P&F Association Activity Update 

Following is an update on some of the P&F funded programs/activities that are currently underway across the school: 

• During the holidays the new gate was installed in the driveway.  This has made an immediate difference to the 
play space for the children by providing a physical boundary.  It also provides an additional safety barrier for 
students being separated from the front of the school.   

• The first installation of the LED lighting has been scheduled for 30 July.   

• Quotes have been received from two landscape companies to undertake the work on the Prayer 
Garden/Wellbeing Space.  These are now with our BCE Building Officer to review. 

• The playground markings have been ordered and the logo and handball court colours have all been 
approved.  The timeline for installation suggested 10-12 weeks. 

 



 

P&F Meetin
g Upd

ate 

 
At our first P&F Meeting for Term 3, Sue Attrill spoke on the subject, 

Parenting with Heart. It w
as such a great opportunity to learn more 

about ourselves as parents and our children. Sue gave insights into 

skills and techniques we can use as parents to teach them social and 

emotional skills for life. 

 
Parenting is not easy, nor is being a kid sometimes, especially in this 

current COVID-19 environment. The learnings and insights from Sue 

provided some real practical guides that can really help parents 

navigate through the social and emotional obstacles that our kids can 

face.  

 
If you were not able to come to the P&F meeting we have recorded 

the presentation and it can be accessed via 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ejp5PzGpq90&t=13s 

 
We would also encourage you to visit Sue’s website at 

www.relationshipsatschool.com.au . The Parenting with Heart online 

course is free. 

 
The P&F are committed to providing parents with access to great 

speakers on subjects that matter. We would love to hear from you on 

topics that would be of interest to you and encourage you to contact 

the P&F via our email at pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au 

 
Our next P&F meeting will be on Wednesday 12 August at 7pm. We 

will give you more details about the next meeting closer to the date. 

In the meantime, keep an eye out for updates and P&F news in future 

newsletters. 

 



  Sacrament of Confirmation 2020  

Any child who is in Grade 3 (should be at least 8y/o on the day of the 

celebration) and was baptized in the Catholic Church is eligible to enrol and 

participate in the Sacrament of Confirmation program. All activities will be 

done inside the Holy Spirit church or at the Holy Spirit School Hall.  

Information Session 

July 18 (Saturday)4-5.15pm OR  July 19 (Sunday) 10.45am-12nn 

Rite of Enrolment 

July 25 (Saturday) 6pm Vigil Mass OR July 26 (Sunday) 9.30am Mass 

Celebration of Sacrament of Confirmation 

September 3, 2020 (Thursday) 6pm  

Parish Blessing 

September 6, Sunday Mass 9.30am 

*Complete details will be available at the mandatory Information Session. 

Please ensure to be available to attend Masses, mandatory workshops class 

(second weekend & fourth weekend of August), Catechism class (fifth/last 

weekend of August) and the rehearsal (August 27, Thursday). 

*Please note that some dates have been altered to accommodate the 

Sacrament of First Eucharist which was affected by the COVID 19 restrictions 

for the past months.     
 

 

 

Sacrament of First Eucharist 2020  

Any child who has undergone the Sacrament of Confirmation in the Catholic 

church is eligible to enrol and participate in the Sacrament of First 

Communion program. Activities will be done inside the Holy Spirit church or 

at the Holy Spirit School Hall. 

Information Session  Jul 25, Sat  4pm-5.15pm OR  

                                Jul 26, Sun 10.45am-12nn 

Rite of Enrolment Aug 1, Sat  6pm Mass  OR   

                             Aug 2, Sun 9.30am Mass  

*All dates have been revised due to COVID 19 restrictions. More details will 

be discussed during the mandatory Information Session. 



Holy Spirit Parish, New Farm 

Sacramental Program 

  

  

 

In keeping with the Archdiocese of Brisbane’s guidelines for the Sacraments of 

Initiation for Children, the Sacramental Program at Holy Spirit Parish is both family 

centred and Parish based. Essentially, this program is a partnership in which families 

and the Parish community work together in the preparation and celebration of these 

Sacraments – Confirmation, First Communion and Penance. Children in this context 

can learn what it is to be a Catholic. 

The parish offers a program that combines individual and group preparation. This 

culminates with a session with the Parish Priest to ensure all candidates are 

satisfactorily prepared and then a rehearsal will be held before receiving their 

sacrament. 

The parish’s new three-year program sees children commencing their Sacramental 

journey, after Baptism, with; 

 1st Year of the program-Confirmation when they are 8 y/0 (generally Yr 3), 

 2nd Year of the program-Communion when they are 9 y/o (generally Yr 4) and 

 3rd Year of the program-Penance when they are 10 y/o (generally Yr 5). 

Please note that if your child has missed the Sacrament of Confirmation in Yr 3(8y/o), 

the Archdiocese of Brisbane has recently created Crossroads RCIA (for children 

between the ages of 9-12) and this is also facilitated at the Holy Spirit Parish.  

Please contact Mr Noel Arceo (Holy Spirit Sacramental Program Coordinator)at  

Mobile no: 0406 887 445 or email: narceo21663@yahoo.com  

(tel no. : 3358 3744 or newfarm@bne.catholic.net.au)  

for any inquiries and or clarifications. We encourage all the parents with children who 

haven’t been baptised in the Catholic Church and would like them to participate in the 

Sacrament to please contact the office at the soonest possible time.  

Sacrament of Confirmation 2020 
Any child who is in Grade 3 (should be at least 8y/o on the day of the celebration) and 

was baptised in the Catholic Church is eligible to enrol and participate in the Sacrament 

of Confirmation program. All activities will be done inside the Holy Spirit church or at the 

Holy Spirit School Hall.  

Information Session 

July 18 (Saturday)4-5.15pm OR  July 19 (Sunday) 10.45am-12nn 

Rite of Enrolment 

July 25 (Saturday) 6pm Vigil Mass OR July 26 (Sunday) 9.30am Mass 

Celebration of Sacrament of Confirmation 

September 3, 2020 (Thursday) 6pm  

Parish Blessing 

September 6, Sunday Mass 9.30am 

*Complete details will be available at the Information Session. Please ensure to be 

available to attend Masses, mandatory workshops class (second weekend & fourth 

weekend of August), Catechism class (fifth/last weekend of August) and the rehearsal 

(August 27, Thursday). 

mailto:newfarm@bne.catholic.net.au

