
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Term 1, Week 2, 6 February 2020 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
It’s hard to believe we are only in Week 2 of the school year!  Amidst the energy of the beginning of the year, there is also  a sense of 
calm across the school.  In every classroom children are diving into learning and establishing their classroom routines.  Reminders and 
re-teaching expected behaviours is ongoing but takes a priority focus in these early days and weeks.  Children require this reinforcement 
because they are ‘children’ and are learning how to act in social situations. 
Thank you for enabling your child/children to be ready for learning.  Their positive attitude and readiness is a reflection of all you are 
doing at home to help them be ready and focussed for the day.  Good sleep habits, routines, speaking positively about school and 
ensuring you are on time every day helps every child have a successful day. 
 
With every good wish, Kim 
 
Student Wellbeing 
At Holy Spirit we are committed to the wellbeing of all students.  Our approach to wellbeing is strongly grounded in Catholic Christian 
beliefs and values.  Wellbeing is defined as “an ongoing experience of wholeness and hope that is integral to learning and ultimately, 
to overall health and life success” (www.studentwellbeinghub.edu.au). It relates to the interconnectedness of emotional, physical, 
cognitive, social and spiritual dimensions within the person.  Wellbeing encompasses nurturing the self, giving to others and building 
and celebrating community and fostering strong connections.   
One way we are supporting Student Wellbeing is by offering alternative activities at lunchtime.  This term Lego Wedo Club, Drawing 
Club and Origami Club-will be offered throughout the week and facilitated by a teacher. 
A school goal this year is to develop a Prayer Garden (Wellbeing space) which would provide children with a contemplative space to be 
still and quiet, furthering enhancing their wellbeing within the HSS environment. 
Parent workshop recommendation – Tackling Anxiety and Building Resilience in Children 2-12 Years - 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=506064& 

Parent Information Session 
Next Tuesday, 11 February you are invited to attend the Parent Information Night.  This Parent/Caregiver only night is to provide you 
with information about your child’s current year level and the routine of the learning program.  It will also include specific information 
related to some events that may be special in that year level.  For example, camps in Year 5 and 6.  The information session is repeated 
to allow you to attend more than one year level. 
Here is the timetable:  
5.45pm – Session 1 in Year level classrooms 
6.15pm – All parents/caregivers invited to the hall to hear school goals for 2020 
6.30pm – Session 2 in Year level classrooms 
Parent Representatives 
Parent Representatives play a key role in providing a two-way flow of communications between parents and the school.  Encouraging 
the engagement of all parents and ensuring that parents are involved in the school community is an important part of this role. We still 
need Parent Reps for the following classes: PH x 1, 1H x 2, 1S x 1, 2H x 1, 3H x 2, 3S x 2, 4H x 1, 4S x 2, MSS x 2, MSH x 2. (Some classes 
have one Parent Rep. but we suggest having two to share the role).  Please contact the school office if you can help – 
pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au  
District Swimming Trials 
Best of luck to Mia who will compete in the City District Swimming Trials next week.  We look forward to hearing your results when you 
return.  
Sausage Sizzle 
There was much excitement throughout the school yesterday (and in the staffroom) as we saw the return of the Wednesday Sausage 
Sizzle!  Thank you most sincerely to the parents who have signed up to be part of this weekly service in our school.  It is a great way to 
meet other parents and also say hello to your children when they collect their sausage!  If you are unsure about getting involved please 
feel free to come along and see what happens.  We purchase our sausages through Rayner’s so it’s great to be supporting a local 
business. 
Family Car Signs 
Today you will receive your Car Sign for use on the pick-up zone.  Please display this clearly to help with the pickup zone process.  If 
you have an additional car that regularly uses the pick zone, please contact the school office and we will create another sign for you. 
Communication 
BCE Connect - Have you signed up for the BCE Connect Ap?  This will allow you to have access to school contact details, newsletters, 
special announcements, and much more. 
Instagram – #hssnewfarmprincipal 
 
 

http://www.studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=506064&
mailto:pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au
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News from the Primary Learning Leader: 
Word Study at Home 
 
There are many analogies used to describe the form and function of children’s literacy. “Literacy 
existing like a braid of interwoven threads”, as proposed by education authors Bear, Invernizzi, 
Templeton and Johnston is one that I find personally applicable.  
 
If we think of literacy in this manner, we become aware of the importance of exposing children to 
meaningful written and oral language experiences from an early age. The braid of literacy begins with 
the threads of oral language and stories that are read to children intertwining to build the base for 
their upcoming learning. Children then move through stages of experimenting with writing, drawing 
symbols to represent what they have seen in their environment. They then move towards reading, 
where the threads of literacy bond tighter. The tightening of these threads grows into a knowledge of 
spelling, the ways in which letters and sound patterns represent meaning to form words. 
 
This process of creating the braid of literacy is as individual as each child is to the next. This is why it is 
important that as educators, and as parents we ensure our approach to strengthening literacy is 
tailored to the needs of each child.  
 
Over the next few weeks your child will begin bringing home a collection of spelling words, as a part 
of their homework. These words have been the focus of their daily word study in class and have been 
carefully selected by your child’s teacher after analysing their results from a spelling inventory taken 
over the first two weeks of the term. 
 
You will receive a letter from your child’s teacher outlining the needs and expectations for you to assist 
with weekly word study at home. If you have any questions regarding the process, or how you can 
assist your child at home that are not answered in the letter please contact me or your child’s teacher. 
 
Regards, Troy Giess. 
 

 
 

 

P&F Meeting 

DON’T FORGET !!! 

P&F Meeting 

Next Wednesday 12 February 2020 

Starting at 7pm 

WHERE: School Library  

For more information email: 

pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au 



 

 

 

Invito’- From the AP-RE 

Welcome back to a new school year, a very exciting year as we celebrate 90 years of education in New Farm! Our Student Leaders 

have taken the theme, Honouring the Past, Looking to the New in One Spirit (Corinthians) in this special year. 

I hope that you all had a restful and enjoyable Christmas and New Year. It’s wonderful to be back at Holy Spirit and I’m excited for 

the year that lies ahead. A warm Holy Spirit welcome to our new families and staff, we know that you'll find Holy Spirit to be a very 

special community. 

This year I will be working again in Middle School with Mr Giess and Ms McCristal and we’ve had a great start to the year! 

You would have noticed that the title for the AP-RE news is ‘Invito’? What does this word mean? The Latin Word ‘Invito’ has many 

meanings, mainly: to invite, summon and to challenge. Each week my invitation to you is to share in and reflect on the Word and to 

take up the challenge the Word gives to each of us in our lives. It’s an invitation to share in the life of the Holy Spirit community. 

With Our Hearts on Fire – Just Leader’s Day 2020 

Today we welcomed students from St Agatha’s, Clayfield, St Ignatius, Toowong and Holy Cross, Wooloowin for our Just Leader’s 

Day. 

What is a Just Leadership Day? 

Just Leadership Days encourage students to become leaders for justice, in their schools and in their communities, for both local and 

global change. 

Key questions covered during Just Leadership Days include: 

• What is justice? 
• What is leadership? 
• How to be a JUST leader 
This is a wonderful opportunity for our students to engage as part of a bigger community and enact change in their community.  We 

look forward to sharing our reflections of the day next week. 

Our Opening School Mass is at 9.30am on Sunday 16th February in Holy Spirit Church. We look forward to you joining us for this 

special community celebration. 

Student Leader Induction Liturgy 

Next Friday we will celebrate our Leadership Liturgy with the community at assembly.  We will be joined by Fr Nacho and Councillor 

Vicki Howard. We will then engage in team building activities, reflection time and a shared lunch. 

Have a great week, God Bless, Sue Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chess Mates is teaching at Holy Spirit School! 

Chess Mates specialises in teaching chess to children of all age groups and skill levels. Our team is dedicated to 

teaching chess in a fun and engaging way, so that children of any age can join in regardless of experience level. We 

teach younger students through songs and stories, for older or more advanced students we teach openings, strategies 

and forward planning. We don’t focus on winning (in fact, we teach kids how to deal with winning and losing). Instead, 

we focus on making new friends and having fun while learning. 

Classes are held on Thursday from 3:00pm to 3:45pm in the Hall. The cost for the classes is $16 per lesson.  

If you have any questions about the classes please either e-mail info@chessmates.com.au or call Ash on  

0415 256 452.  

 

mailto:info@chessmates.com.au


 

 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 
 

PREP S Nate A For a fantastic start to Prep.  You have been a kind friend. 
  Alarna S For a confident start to Prep.  You are always ready to listen. 
PREP H Riley Z For a wonderful start to prep and always showing your 5 L’s. 
  Frankie B For your enthusiastic start to prep and showing kindness. 
YEAR 1S Jarvis L For an exceptional start to Year 1. 
  Sophie F For your positive attitude to learning. 
YEAR 1H Matthew W For showing that he is always ready to learn. 
  Amayah M For settling into Holy Spirit and showing that she is responsible 
YEAR 2H Aston P For getting off to a flying start in Year 2. 
  Annie C For the confidence you demonstrated in number talks. 
YEAR 2S Jemima B For Working tough in Mathematics. 
  Harrison H For the positive way you interact with your 2S class mates. 
YEAR 3S Juliette D Choosing a working spot to do your best learning each day. 
  Jack K Making great connections with your learning. 
YEAR 3H Leon K For showing enthusiasm and pride in his learning. 
 Cecilia H Learning and successfully demonstrating the HSS behaviours. 
YEAR 4S Lilli-Jean W For a positive start to the school year. 
  Oliver L Being undefeated in our 4-digit dice rolling maths challenge. 
YEAR 4H Andrea G Making a great start to Year 4 through his hard work. 
  Ashton M Displaying a clear dedication to studies and completing tasks. 
MS S Ruby A For a fantastic start to the school year. 
 Benat B For thinking creatively during class discussions in English. 
MS H Grace R Settling into your role as a Middle School leader confidently. 
 Sam F Congratulations on a great start to Middle School Sam. 

Second Hand Uniforms 

Each term a group of parents volunteer to run the HSS second-hand uniform shop, both as a sustainable service to the 

school community and as a school fundraising venture. This service offers parents the opportunity to purchase 

school uniform items at the second-hand stall at about a third to a half of the cost of a full price items.  Parents usually 

donate items for sale throughout the year with all revenue raised going towards funding school project initiatives. I am in 

the process of putting together this year’s roster.  I thought I would use last year’s volunteers list as well as our year level’s 

list as a starting point.  

For uniform donations - If you wish to donate uniforms for sale, please ensure all items are washed and in good condition 

(no tears, no stains, no broken zips and labels removed) and drop them at school reception.  Spare coat hangers are 

welcome too. 

Volunteers - If you are interested in volunteering as part of this sustainable initiative and help with this stall once a term 

(or more!), please express an interest by email. 

We need 2-3 volunteers for each date as well as 2 volunteers to help sort and hang the clothing 2-3 days before each shop 

date. Timing for sorting is flexible. 

Dates for this year’s pop-up shop are: 

Friday 14 February, Friday 1 May,  Friday 24 July, Friday 16 October 

Can you please let me know (via return email) if you want to participate in the roster. 

Thanks so much. Kerrie 

kerrie@pollencommunications.com.au 

0409 611 990 

 

 

mailto:kerrie@pollencommunications.com.au


 

 

 

 

The Parent Contact List 

 

The parent contact list is an initiative of the Holy Spirit New Farm P & F Association to make 

communication easier between teachers, parents/carers and the school.  It enables your Class 

Parent Representative to liaise with parents/carers and teachers and inform you about class 

activities throughout the year.  In addition, it makes it possible for you to interact with other 

parents/carers in your child’s year.  We hope it will make it easier for you to feel part of the 

Holy Spirit community. 

 

To enable this communication, with your permission the school will provide ‘email addresses 

only’ unless you indicate you do not want this information shared.  The email addresses of 

each grade level will only be shared with the Parent Representatives on the grade levels they 

are representing.  Once this information is given you can then choose to share phone numbers 

and other contact details.  Please advise your parent representative if your details change 

during the year. 

 

The list is not to be used for business/advertising purposes by the parent representative, 

other parents or any other party.  The list is for Holy Spirit activities only. 

 

If you are happy for your email details to be provided you do not need to do anything. If you 

do not want your email address shared with the Parent Representative, please contact the 

school by Wednesday 12 February. 



Meet the HSS Staff…stay tuned for more profiles next week! 

 

 
 

 

Name: Emily Patroni 
Birthplace: Mackay, QLD 
Favourite sport: Swimming 
Favourite food: Fettuccini 
Carbonara  
Favourite holiday 
destination: ITALY! 
Interesting fact: I enjoy 
making music and gigging 
during the weekends. 
 

Name: Gabrielle Yates 
Birthplace: St John, New 
Brunswick, Canada 
Favourite sport: Rugby 
Favourite food: My mum’s 
lasagne (really anything 
cooked by her) 
Favourite holiday  
destination: New York 
Interesting fact: I can play 
the flute and piano. 
 
 

Name: Brenda Partridge 
Birthplace: Cairns 
Favourite sport: To do: 
swimming;  To watch: aerial 
skiing 
Favourite food: There's so 
many!  Roast chicken, 
gyoza, chocolate 
Favourite holiday 
destination: South Africa  
Interesting fact:  I love to 
cook, but I have WAY too 
many cookbooks! 

 

 

 
 

 

Name: Renee Di Maggio 
Birthplace: Brisbane 
Favourite sport: Netball 
Favourite food: Pasta 
Favourite holiday 
destination: Italy 
Interesting fact: I don't have 
a middle name.  
 

Name: Stephanie Ryan 
Birthplace: Brisbane - 
RBWH 
Favourite sport: Soccer & 
Netball 
Favourite food: My Nonna's 
pasta 
Favourite holiday 
destination: Vienna 
Interesting fact: In my spare 
time, I LOVE to clean. I even 
have a cleaning instagram 
account! 

Name: Madonna McGreevy 
Birthplace: Brisbane 
Favourite sport: Cricket 
Favourite food: Asian 
cuisines 
Favourite holiday 
destination: Yamba 
Interesting fact: Before 
teaching I worked as a 
Medical Scientist. 



 



info@nudojo.com

THE EXPERTS IN DEVELOPING 
YOUR KIDS' ATHLETICISM

2020
H.S.S.

TIMETABLE
 



TIMETABLE 2020

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Running Development

7.30am - 8.15am

3.00pm - 3.45pmFitness Foundations

Athletic Development 3.15pm - 4.00pm

Kickboxing

Monday

Wednesday

Running Development

7.30am - 8.15am

7.30am - 8.15am

prep-grade 2

grade 3+

grade 3+

grade 3+

grade 3+

www.nudojo.com



MUSIC 

LESSONS

ENROL NOW :

Magnifico Music School

is now offering private

and group lessons at

Holy Spirit School!

WE TEACH PIANO,

SINGING, AND THEORY!

Lessons available before and

during school hours each

Wednesday. Students can also

learn other instruments (incl.

guitar and violin) at our studio,

83 Doggett Street, Newstead.

 

Contact: Anna Coe (Director)

admin@magnificomusic.com.au
or visit:

www.magnificomusic.com.au



NEW FARM STATE SCHOOL AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB 2020- Registration Form 
 

SWIMMER NAME: ………………………………………………………. 
 
School: …………………………………………………………………  
 
Child's Date of Birth ………/………/………Age.......... 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: ……………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Email: ………………………...........…………………………………............. 
 
Phone Number……………………………….……Alternative Number……………………………………… 
 
 
Does your child have any medical condition, or require medical treatment, that the swimming club should be aware of e.g. 
Asthma? If so, please specify. 
 
 ............................................................................................................................................ 
 
Please circle if and how you would like to help. (you will be shown what to do!!) 
 
Timekeeper/Judge/Starter/Marshall   Pool set up/pack up   
 
BBQ       Current First Aid/CPR   
 
 
Parent/Guardian/Caregiver Agreement 
 
I understand that, although every reasonable care will be taken, I hereby consent and confirm that the New Farm State 
School, it’s P&C and the swimming club sub-committee and helpers, will not accept any responsibility for accidents or 
mishaps of any kind which may occur before, during and after swimming club meetings. 
 
I, the undersigned, have read and accept the rules, conditions and codes of behaviour as laid down in the club handbook.  
I am aware that I may be asked to remove my child from the pool area if s/he breaks the rules.  
  
Signature of Parent/Guardian/Caregiver................................................................................ 
 
    
Please select and circle the Events your child wishes to swim 
(select only one distance in each stroke category) 
 
Medley   1 lap of each stroke 
 
Freestyle   3 laps  2 laps  1 lap   ½ lap 
 
Breaststroke  3 laps  2 laps  1 lap  ½ lap 
 
Backstroke  3 laps  2 laps  1 lap  ½ lap  
 
Butterfly  3 laps  2 laps  1 lap  ½ lap 
 
 
Payment 
 
Please circle one option and one payment method. Term 1  $35 

Term 4   $35 
Term 1&4 $60 (to be paid term 1) 

 
 
Paying by cash  or Paying through Flexischools  



NEW FARM STATE SCHOOL AMATEUR SWIM CLUB:         All Welcome! 
 
This is a FUN night where children aim to IMPROVE their personal best times each week. Points are 
awarded as times improve, culminating in a trophy night at the end of term 4.  
 
WHEN:                 Monday nights, 5.15pm (5.30 start)  
                              Feb 10th – Mar 30th, total of 8weeks Term 1  
                              Oct 12th- Nov 30th, total of 8weeks Term 4  
 
WHERE:                NFSS School Pool 
 
WHO:                   Swimmers who can swim at least ½ lap unassisted. Parent/carer MUST attend please. 
 
COST:                    $35 per term or $60 both terms if paid together. (Flexischools or Cash at Sign On) 
 
TO REGISTER:    Please complete and return the attached registration form via email or to the school 

office.  
 
 

SIGN ON in person by the NFSS netball court: 
Tuesday Feb 4th                8:30–9:00 
Wednesday Feb 5th    2:45-3:15               
Thursday Feb 6th         8:30--9:00 

 
 
You MUST be registered by Friday 7th of Feb to swim at the first meet, however, you can join anytime 
through the term.  
 
PLEASE NOTE SWIM CLUB DOES NOT PROVIDE ANY LESSONS OR INSTRUCTIONS. CHILDREN MUST BE 
ABLE TO SWIM AT LEAST I/2 A LAP UNASSISTED. 
 
For detailed information, please read the attached ‘Swim Club 2020 Season Information’ booklet. 
 
Further inquiries, please email Sam Wiscicki: nfss.swimclub@hotmail.com 
 
This P&C organised event is run a family focussed event and relies on parents to keep it running. We are 
currently in search of a few volunteers to ensure the night can run smoothly. Please let me know if you 
can assist! 
 



         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

              

 

The program is open to any individual girl or boy who wants to learn to play this 
great sport.  This is a great introduction for kids that are going to play water polo 

when then go to Secondary School. 

Are you a keen sportsperson who is a good swimmer and wants to have some fun, 
meet new friends and play one of the oldest Olympic team sports, then this 

competition and training program is for you!! 

We are particularly looking for kids who are born in 2009, 10, 11 and 12 who are 
strong swimmers and are looking for a great team sport.   

All-inclusive cost: $125 for 6-week program  

Includes pool entry for players and parents, coaching, refereeing, equipment, prizes 
and end of season breakup. 

If you would like to be part of the 11&Under Summer Water Polo Competition and 
Training program please email mermaids@lanic.com.au for further information or 

to book your place in the program.  Places are limited to 60 players and over 30 
people have already expressed interest!! 

In 2018/19 MERMAIDS were AUSTRALIA’S PREMIER JUNIOR CLUB winning ALL 4 
of the GIRLS QLD STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS, were NATIONAL U12, U14 and U18 

CHAMPIONS as well as NATIONAL U16 RUNNERS UP!!!!!   

An amazing season and amazing people.  Do you want to be a part of this 
fantastic water polo community, if you do, register NOW!!!! 

11&Under Summer Water Polo Competition  

& Skills Training Program 

Who: Girls and Boys Born 2009, 10, 11 & 12 

Where: Yeronga Park Pool, School Road, Yeronga 

Time: 2.15-4.15pm 

Free Come’n’Try – Sunday 9th February 

2.15pm Arrive, 2.30-3.15pm Skills, 3.15-4.15pm Games, 4.15pm End 

Term 1, 2020 (9th February to 15th March) 

Only 60 places (6 teams) available so get in fast!!! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Holy Spirit Parish, New Farm 
currently inviting applications for the casual position of 

Sacramental Coordinator 
(Only during school term time starting in Feb 2019) 

This is an exciting opportunity for an enthusiastic committed Catholic to join the Parish team and 

assist them with the coordination of their pastoral ministry programs. 

In this role, your duties will include: 

 Participation in the community and liturgical life of the Parish; 

 Collaboration with Parish groups in providing care and service to the community; 

 Development, implementation and coordination of a range of pastoral activities and 

programs, such as the Sacramental Programs; and  

 Working collaboratively with the Parish Office on all parish matters. 

You will have: 

 An understanding of parish life, Catholic Theology, liturgy and the sacraments; 

 Demonstrated leadership abilities and experience in group facilitation; 

 Well-developed written and oral communication skills and interpersonal skills; 

 A demonstrated capacity to work both independently and with others; and 

 Be willing to work within the Mission and Vision of the Catholic Church. 

 Computer skills – basic knowledge and experience in the Microsoft office and management 

of emails.  

What we offer: 

You will be paid under the Pastoral Ministry Guidelines and the rate of pay will depend on your 

qualifications and experience.  You will be required to attend some meetings after hours and work 

on Sundays but you will be able to negotiate your other hours of work with the Parish Priest. 

For a copy of the Position Description, please visit https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/careers/ 

To apply for this position, please email or send your current resume and a covering letter outlining 

your suitability for the position to newfarm@bne.catholic.net.au . Applications should include the 

name of two (2) referees one of which preferably should be a Parish Priest 

 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of conduct for employees and volunteers to 

maintain a safe and healthy environment. Our commitment to these standards requires 

that we conduct background referencing for all persons who will engage in direct and 

regular involvement with children, young people and/or vulnerable adults. 

Applications close (14th February 2020) 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/careers/
mailto:newfarm@bne.catholic.net.au

