
 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

“living the Gospel of Jesus to empower learners of 

all ages to embrace challenge, transform and enrich 

our world to ‘know what is right’”. 

With every good wish, Kim 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Recently I was asked during a Prep enrolment interview, “What makes this school better 
than the alternative available in New Farm?” While I was tempted to ask….how long have 
you got to listen to me speak about just how good we are?  I paused, adjusted my posture 
and said, “It’s not that I believe we are better, but I do believe we are different, and that 
distinction is because we reflect the characteristics of Catholicism in all that we do.  It begins 
with our belief that every child is made in God’s own image and likeness and in our school, 
we affirm that goodness through developing student’s gifts to their fullest. 
It is more than just teaching Religious Education; it is that we empower learners to think 
and act religiously.  It is about developing a relationship with God that enables children to 
see God in all things – the ordinary and extraordinary.   
As a Catholic community we recognise we are more with and because of each other.  We 
understand and commit to the ‘common good’ and extend a welcome to all in our 
community by being a living example of our vision – “to be an inclusive school with a 
welcoming Catholic faith community”.   
In our school students share the Christian story in its fullness.  A story of scripture and 
tradition and vision enabling students to learn from and be  
influenced and enriched by the story in our lives.   
At Holy Spirit School it is more than crosses hanging on walls and going to church;  
it is that students, parents and teachers are  
committed to education that encompasses the  
whole learner – spiritual, social, emotional, 
physical and cognitive.  And through education 
we encourage children to develop attributes to 
think for themselves as they respond to the world  
in which they live. 
And while my “immediate response”, is not  
that we are better but we are the BEST (I am  
allowed to be biased) because of each person  
who contributes to the shared responsibility of 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serious health conditions 
Please be aware and informed that we have children within our school who are immunosupressed, meaning that these  
children have a lower immunity and cannot fight infections in the normal way.  Viruses that cause measles, chickenpox and 
shingles could make these children extremely unwell. Therefore, I would be grateful if you would contact the school 
immediately if your child was found to have one of these illnesses. If we know that there has been exposure to measles, 
chickenpox or shingles, medicine can be given to lessen the side effect of such an infection to these children. This medicine 
does need to be given as soon as possible after the contact has taken place. Please be assured that your child is not at any  
risk because of these children. As a basic rule, if your child is unwell, please keep them at home to ensure all children can  
have the best opportunity to be in a healthy environment.   
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Homework Policy 
As we commence these early weeks of Term 3, I am including some details from the Homework Policy for your information.  
Parent surveys in recent years demonstrated the value of homework in our school community because it: 

• Promotes discipline in children from a young age; 

• Develops organisational skills; 

• Reinforces & revises class work; 

• Enables parents to connect with work being completed in the classroom; 

• Allows parents to see where children are having success or experiencing difficulty. 
The Homework Grid may be issued to be completed on a weekly or fortnightly basis and this will be clearly stated on 
the Grid and communicated to the student.  The following table provides a guide as to the potential nature of a student’s 
homework and the time it may take:  

 Year Level Time that may be spent on homework per night* 

Prep 10 minutes 

Years 1&2 Up to 20 minutes 

Years 3&4 Up to 30 minutes 

Years 5&6 Up to 45 minutes 

*Please note these are indicative time frames and may vary dependent on tasks. 
 

If homework is causing any distress at home, please make contact with the class teacher. 
Assembly 
Assembly will be available through TEAMS each week.  If you would like to have access to assembly please send a request 
with your email address to pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au and we will invite you as a guest.   
Uniform 
Holy Spirit School is a uniform school.  All students are required to wear the full school uniform at ALL TIMES.  This includes 
black shoes with the sports uniform and formal uniform.   
Modified Athletics Carnival 
The athletics carnival will be modified to be held at school in 2020.  On Monday 7th September (final week of Term 3) 
students will participate in a variety of activities in place of the Athletics Carnival including: running, ball games and 
modified activities.  At this stage, COVID requirements dictate that no parents will be allowed onsite for the modified 
carnival.   
Three-way Conferences 
The PTO System will close tomorrow at 12.00 noon for bookings.  If you are having any difficulty making your appointment, 
please contact the school office. 
Medical Health Plans 
The school support team is currently reviewing medical profiles to ensure all medical information is up to date for 
students. If there has been a change in your child/children’s medical information, medication, processes or plans could 
you please communicate this with the school office.  Furthermore, if your child/children’s medical information is due for 

a review, could you please send through any updated documentation; this may involve seeing your GP for advice. 
Please let the office know if further training is required for relevant staff or whether a support team meeting 
would be helpful. 
Internet Safety 
Next week all students will participate in an incursion focussed on Internet Safety.  Brett Lee from Internet Safe Education 
will present programs to students in Prep-Year 2, Years 3 & 4 and Middle School students on Wednesday 29th July.  More 
information about the programs can be found here: https://internetsafeeducation.com/  
You can also access Brett’s information about staying safe online here: https://internetsafeeducation.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/5-Principles-To-Stay-Safe-Online.pdf  
Not Returning in 2021 

If your child is not returning to HSS in 2021 and you have not advised the office could you please do so at your 

earliest convenience. 
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Good Afternoon Families, 
Today we were fortunate enough to recommence our Thursday morning class masses with our Year Three students. 
It was a wonderful celebration to share with our parish and is an important component of strengthening our link 
between parish and school. We had great feedback from our local parishioners as to the way the students conducted 
themselves in the church and we were all very proud of them. I would like to thank our readers – Will, Esther, Arthur, 
Alby, Mirren, Penelope, Marlin, Leon, Ilan and Freddie for their efforts reading in front of a large audience. A special 
thanks to Penelope who had to step in at the last minute without any practice! We look forward to welcoming our 
Year Four students to the church next week.  
 
In Middle School we have been learning about Jesus’ new law of love (John 15:9-17) and the gift of love - living love 
authentically (1 Corinthians 13:1-13). The students have worked hard to unpack the scripture and we have enjoyed 
some great dialogue while interpreting the messages form the text:  
 
“Love can’t be forced, it needs to be authentic, but we should all try to be more loving and caring in our actions and 
words. Jesus sacrificed himself because he loved us, we don’t need to do this but sometimes showing true love and 
kindness does mean we need to make sacrifices.” - Gabriela, Middle School H 
 
“Jesus said to love one another as I have loved you. We should look after and care for each other just like Jesus did. 
If we do this we would have a much more equal and way less judgemental world to live in.” – Kyna, Middle School H 
 
Next week we will start our Catholic Education Week celebrations with a liturgy on Monday at 2:15pm. As we have 
been with our Friday assemblies, we will make this celebration available for families through the assembly channel 
on Teams. We hope you will be able to join us then.  
 
Blessings for the week ahead, Oliver 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

I wrote earlier this year about our Middle School teaching team engaging in an inter-
school collaborative approach to planning an inquiry learning journey. Unfortunately, due 
to COVID-19 we were unable to begin the process with our students as intended in Term 
2. 
 
The Middle School teaching team have worked hard to restart this process and students 
have begun to engage in the early stages of their inquiry. The beginning phase of inquiry 
learning is focussed on engaging students in learning experiences that ignite their passion 
for learning and connect with aspects of the curriculum.  
 
The power of inquiry learning was evident in the conversations and initial investigations 
that led to students co-constructing the overarching question- What are our 
responsibilities as global citizens to prevent issues that occur on a global scale? 
 
Students then brainstormed some key themes related to this inquiry question. Some of 
which included: sustainability, indigenous rights, changing laws and rules, women’s rights, 
animal cruelty, and community safety. 
 
This week we have been fortunate enough to speak with two experts to further ignite the 
power of inquiry. Our first expert was Paul Shelton, who joined us via Teams from 
Melbourne. Paul’s session focussed on what he considered to be his responsibility as a 
global citizen to prevent the issues caused by overpopulation, consumerism, and 
irresponsible use of the natural environment. One thing that stood out to students was 
Paul’s work transforming the “black spaces” on rooftops of buildings in Cambodia into 
gardens that could produce food for the community. 
 
Our second expert was Liam Georgetown, from the Murri Watch organisation. Liam 
joined the Middle School class to answer their questions regarding indigenous rights, 
equality, and how the Murri Watch organisation supports the indigenous community. 
Students made mention of how this session allowed them to see their ability to have 
a real impact on issues that occur on a global scale.   
 
Throughout these sessions it was wonderful to see students experience “light bulb” 
moments that have driven them to think deeper about their learning. Students will  
continue to work on their inquiry and I look forward to sharing their progress with  
you over the course of Semester 2.  
 
The Middle School class would like to thank Liam and Paul for their time, and 
for the knowledge they shared during these sessions.  

 
Regards, Troy Giess, Primary Learning Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 JULY 

24 Book Club Orders Due 

(online orders only) 

27 Parent Teacher 

Interviews 

28 Parent Teacher 

Interviews 

 AUGUST 

14 Public Holiday 

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 
 

PREP S Patrick R Your dedicated attitude towards learning. 
 Monty D An amazing start to Prep at Holy Spirit School. 
PREP H Monty L Your persistence and determination in guided reading. 
  Tyra T Your positive attitude towards school life. 
YEAR 1S Jarvis L Your outstanding participation in Maths lessons. 
  Tilly S Setting a positive example of hard work. 

YEAR 1H Amira C Actively listening and sharing your ideas. 

  Matthew W 
The positive way you have been approaching your learning this 
term. 

YEAR 2H Eliza W The super effort you put into writing your weekend recount.  
  Nicholas C Always treating your classmates with kindness and respect. 

YEAR 2S Zeteny S 
Starting his writing tasks independently and working tough to 
achieve his learning goals. 

  George V 
Stepping out of his comfort zone by contributing to class 
discussions. 

YEAR 3S Audrey D Excellent participation during Dance Fever. 
  Juliette D Making really thoughtful contributions to class discussions. 
YEAR 3H Charlie M His observations and contributions to our science experiments. 

 Mirren S 
Her perseverance with understanding and correctly word 
problems.  Well done Mirren! 

YEAR 4S Lilli W Taking of the role of ‘prayer leader’ with reverence this week. 
  Alexander P Making positive choices in the classroom. 
YEAR 4H Sterling M Fantastic behaviour, effort and focus in class. 
  Isaac M Showing initiative and taking ownership of your learning. 
MS S Nico V A great start to term 3. 
 Matilda M Your passionate approach to planning your inquiry project. 

MS H Grace R 
For your exemplary on task focus and the leadership you 
display. 

 Rocco A For your willingness to listen to feedback and respond. 
Sports Award 
 

Dylan F Her willingness to always get the best out of her teammates.  



 
Laura Tiong offers piano tuition to students of all ages and levels. 
She is a warm and encouraging teacher who produces excellent 
results in students' AMEB exams.  Her students find piano learning 
fun, creative, nurturing and achievable! Ms Laura is available to 
teach piano at Holy Spirit on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays 
during school hours.  Please contact Laura at 0433981226 or 
laurationg@gmail.com for more info. 
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@ Holy Spirit School Hall

Tuesday
DANCE CLASSES

Register interest today!
www.dldc.com.au
0434 042 407

NEW FARM
Room ONE Room TWO

per individual child
CAPPED
C LASS
NUMBERSFun & safe

environment
Aer school hours
Learn new & exciting
creative skills


