
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
I look forward to gathering with our school community on Sunday as we ask God’s blessing on our school year.  
We will begin the day with breakfast at 7.30am in the undercover area.  A coffee van will be available and we 
ask you to bring a ‘gold coin’ to make a donation to the cost of coffees.  Thank you to the Year 2 parents who 
are organising this event for our school.  
 

Last night the first Pastoral Board and P & F Meetings were held for 2020.  These two bodies provide an 
opportunity for parents to contribute to our school in significant ways.  The leadership and engagement of 
parents in our school supports the continual improvement in our school and I am grateful to all parents for the 
role you play.   
The School Pastoral Board explored a document focussed on  
Parent Engagement and looked at ways of improving this in  
our school.  You can find a fact sheet here.  A review of the policy  
for the Serving of Alcohol at School Functions is currently being  
undertaken by the School Board. 
It was great to see many new faces at the P & F Meeting.  Your 
ideas and suggestions are already unfolding and it was great to  
hear the energy as we begin the organisation of the fete. The  
decisions of the P & F to support the following initiatives in our  
school is greatly appreciated: Contribution towards purchasing 
 iPads & Macbook computers, two x Sphero SPRK+Edition-power 
packs, supporting the installation of a prayer garden/quiet playground space (see design image included in the 
newsletter), commercial dishwasher for the tuckshop, and contribution to the Year 3 Violin Program.  The P & F 
also discussed supporting the installation of LED lights throughout the school and Solar Panels.  
This financial support is ENORMOUS and we could not make these advancements without the commitment of the 
P & F.   Thank you most sincerely! 
With every good wish, Kim  

School Banking 
Our Commonwealth Banking program enables students to develop an understanding of the importance of 
saving.  This program can only proceed with the support of volunteers.  We have a number of experienced 
“banking volunteers” who are willing to train new people.  The requirement is on a Thursday for approximately 
1-2 hours.  If you can help please contact Christina on Christina Spencer, nzspence@hotmail.com who is 
coordinating the volunteers in 2020. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights in this week’s newsletter 

A word from the principal – parent engagement, P & F 
contributions 

School Banking  

Teaching Maths at HSS  

Headlice 

Student Protection 

From the PLL / Library News  

From the AP-RE 

Tuckshop Roster 

Volunteers needed in the library, Spring Fair 

P & F Update 

Second Hand Uniform Shop Sale 

Vacancy for Casual Crossing Supervisor 

Term 1, Week 3, 13 February 2020 

https://cspqld.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/46/parent-engagement-in-learning-and-wellbeing-updated.pdf
https://www.teaching.com.au/product/MG0012
https://www.teaching.com.au/product/MG0012
mailto:nzspence@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 FEBRUARY 

14 Second Hand Uniform 

Stall, from 7.30am 

Assembly, 8.35am 

16 Welcome Breakfast, 

7.30am and Mass 

9.30am 

17 Cross Country Training 

Starts for Yrs 2-6 

19 Prep Parents Welcome 

Q & A Session, 6.45pm 

20 Year 3 Class Mass, 

9am 

21 TUCKSHOP 

COMMENCES 

DR Manufacturing Pop 

Up Shop 7.30am-

8.30am 

Assembly: 4H, 8.35am 

24 Yrs 2-6 Swimming 

Carnival.  Stafford 

State School 

26 Ash Wednesday Mass 

9am  

NO SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

Open 

Afternoon/Evening 

2pm-6pm 

27 Year 2 Class Mass, 

9am 

28 Assembly: 8.35am 

Numeracy Teaching at HSS 
The teaching of Mathematics at Holy Spirit School is focussed on the following four key 
dimensions:  

• Foster engagement and develop mathematical mindsets 
• Build procedural fluency through conceptual understanding 
• Provide multiple learning opportunities that promote problem solving and 

reasoning 
• Engage with and apply mathematics in real world contexts 

Each dimension provides a focus on deep learning and understanding in mathematics.  
Fostering engagement and developing mathematical mindsets is one area we are going to 
call on parents for support.  Our fundamental belief is that everyone can learn 
mathematical concepts and there is not “maths” people.  This link provides a short video 
from Jo Boaler whose work underpins our planning at Holy Spirit: 
Jo Boaler 
Headlice 
We have had a prevalence of head lice in a number of classes as we begin the school year.  
In order for this to change we need everyone to commit to treating their children to ensure 
it is eradicated. 
Student Protection – to be completed by ALL volunteers 
To keep our children safe and to ensure all volunteers understand the requirements when 
working in our school, you are required to complete the following training.   
Student Protection Training 
Once completed please print out the certificate and hand in to the school office.  
Mindset matters! 
News from the Primary Learning Leader: 
Children face challenges not dissimilar to those we face as adults. As learners, they 
experience struggle, feel anxiety, question their ability and at times feel as if giving up is the 
best option. Some of this can be attributed to the natural process that takes place for young 
people. 
This natural challenge is known as productive struggle. Teachers intentionally and carefully 
plan learning experiences to create environments where our students experience success 
after overcoming productive struggle. At times your child may come home from school and 
express to you that they are feeling as though they “will never get it” or that they are “just 
not good at it”. Keep in mind that all teachers are aware of the strengths and limitations of 
their students and when to revisit, maintain, or push forward with their learning. 
As parents and caregivers, you hold the key to unlock the fear, anxiety and feelings of 
inadequacy that your children will experience on their journey as a learner. Building resilient, 
confident learners who embrace productive struggle has a lot to do with a child’s mindset 
and disposition to learning. The manner in which we talk to students about school can 
drastically impact how they feel about it. 
The most meaningful learning is gained by valuing the process over the product. Allowing 
your children to see this has the ability to change their mindset and move their learning 
forward. 
Regards Troy Giess 

CALLING ALL BOOK COVERERS 
Do you have a love of books and reading? Do you love doing other people’s work for them?  
Well you’re in luck. It’s that time of year when Mr Drew is outsourcing aspects of his job to 
other people.  Therefore, all those wonderful people with book covering skills are cordially 

invited to contact the library. Covering can be done at school or at home. 

But make sure you get in early … places fill fast and we’d hate for you to be 
disappointed!!! 

 

https://bhi61nm2cr3mkdgk1dtaov18-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Day-1-Mindset-8.mp4
https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Student-Protection-and-Code-of-Conduct-Training-for-Volunteers-and-Other-Personnel.aspx


 

 

 

Invito’- From the AP-RE 

 
Just Leaders Day 2020 – With Our Hearts on Fire. 
Last Friday we welcomed over 80 students from St Agatha’s, Clayfield, Holy 
Cross, Wooloowin and St Ignatius, Toowong for our Just Leaders Day.   
We were also joined by Kerry Drysdale from Caritas who led our activities.  
Our day began with mass in the church and we then moved to the hall for 
our activities.  Over the course of the day the students worked together to 
identify ways in which they can make a difference in their communities.   
These opportunities allow us to build our Catholic Identity through outreach in real and practical 
ways.  The Year 6 students will participate in a Walk for Water activity, a way for them to join in 
solidarity with those in our world who don’t have access to clean water or 
have to walk many kilometres each day in search of clean water.  We look  
forward to sharing more about the Walk for Water activity with you in the 
coming weeks. 

 
Leadership Day 
This Friday as a community we will celebrate our Student Leaders for 2020.  
The Honourable Minister Grace Grace, Councillor Vicki Howard and Emily  
from Catholic Mission as well as the families of our students will join us for  
this important celebration.  The leaders are very excited to receive their 
badges and shirts.  After our liturgy we will spend some time working through 
leadership and team building activities.  
 
This Sunday 16th February at 9.30am we will join together as a community  
for our Opening School Mass.  This celebration in the church is a significant  
way for our community to come together remembering that Jesus is present with us.  
The Mass is a time when Jesus is present with us, a time when we pray through words, actions and gestures, 
a time to listen and respond to God’s Word. The Mass as a community of believers gathered together. The 
Mass is a memorial celebration, a thanksgiving celebration, a time when we share and celebrate our faith in 
Jesus, a time to share and to be nourished by God’s gifts. The Mass challenges us to go out and live as Jesus 
would. (Together at One Altar) We look forward to your presence on Sunday.   
 
Have a great week, God Bless, Sue Williams 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Tuckshop will commence next Friday 21st Feb, please make sure you update/activate your tuckshop order and 
child’s 2020 class on Flexischools before next Wednesday. https://www.flexischools.com.au/ Orders due 9am 
Wednesday. 

New to Tuckshop Menu 
Chicken nuggets $4.00 
Pizza Margarita $3.50 

FRIDAY 21 FEB 2020 
Wed Ordering:  Therese Selfridge              
Wed Prep:          Beata Szolnokine/ Lara Saloum/ Bridget Cassimatis/ Renae Davie 
Shop Order:       Renae Davie                      Friday Label:     Kim Freeman/ Alison Hedditch  
Sushi Pick up:    Bong Sun Park                   Duty Leader:      Leanne Cutuli 

FRIDAY DUTY 

Siobhan Bickle, Carmel Muscillo, Caroline Pauley, Karen Whistler, Rita Chebib, Justine Khoury,  

Madeline Ryan 

FRIDAY 28 FEB 2020 

Wed Ordering:  Michelle Asplin                

Wed Prep:          Beata Szolnokine/ Lara Saloum/ Bridget Cassimatis/ Renae Davie 

Shop Order       Shannon Schweizer          Friday Label:      Kim Freeman/ Alison Hedditch 

Sushi Pick up:    Anastasia Maynes            Duty Leader:      Clare Wilkinson 

FRIDAY DUTY 

Kate L'Estrange, Elena Vorkas, Jacqueline George, Tanya Venzke Turner, Tricia Read, Katherine Khoury,  

Katrina Cavallo             

 
TENNIS COACHING AT HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL MULTI SPORTS COURT 

Students having fun while learning the correct tennis skills for life. 

Tennis lessons are held after school by Coach Wayne Mason. 

There are limited vacancies at various times on Mondays and Tuesdays.  

Prep to Year 6 pupils. 

Beginners welcome.  

Loan racquets are available. 

To enquire or enrol for term 1, 2020 please phone/text Jan Ph: 0414 598 004 

or email: jmason@tennismason.com.au 

 

PLEASE BRING A GOLD COIN DONATION ON SUNDAY FOR THE 

COFFEE VAN AT THE WELCOME BREAKFAST 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/
mailto:jmason@tennismason.com.au


 
 
 

 
 

NEW YEAR CALL OUT FOR VOLUNTEERS  
FOR THE 2020 SPRING FAIR! 

 
Thank you to those who have already contacted us to volunteer for the HSS Spring Fair in 
2020 but we still need more volunteers. 
 
The countdown is on and it is only 7 months till our Spring Fair on Sunday 13 September. This 
year is the 90th Birthday of the school so the Spring Fair will be bigger and better than ever. 

Last year we had a lot of interest on people putting up their hand to be involved in the 
organisation of the Fair. We are still looking for volunteers. It is never too late to put up your hand 
to help in the planning or on the day. 

To new families to Holy Spirit School, our Spring Fair only happens every two years and is an 
important source of fundraising for Holy Spirit School. It is also a great fun day for the whole 
family and the children of Holy Spirit look forward to it.  

A successful Spring Fair relies on the support of our amazing school community. It is also a 
wonderful way to meet other parents at the school and get involved to make a difference in our 
community. 

If you want to be involved in some way (big or small) please 
email pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Thank you in advance for your help and support.  We can’t wait to hear from you! 

The Holy Spirit P&F Committee 

 

 
 

mailto:pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au


Holy Spirit School P&F Meeting Update 
 
This week we held our first P&F meeting for the year. Thank you to all of those who attended, 
especially on such a wet evening. We had a great turn out. We also want to thank new parents who 
came along to learn more about the P&F and what we are planning for our school. 
 

The P&F is a vital part of our school community, supported by HSS parents and friends who give of 

their time and resources, the P&F raise funds for critical infrastructure and learning aids to support 

our school and enrich our children's learning experience. 

 

Last night attendees at the meeting endorsed the P&F funding the following commitments to our 

school: 

• The purchase of new STEM resources including Sphero programmable robots and a 

contribution to the school’s purchase of iPads and laptops for each classroom; 

• Funding for the development of a new outdoor student wellness, prayer and alternative 

learning space; 

• A contribution to the school’s violin programme; and 

• The purchase of a commercial dishwasher for the school tuckshop. 

 

The P&F is also reviewing  funding for the following initiatives which will be ratified at future 

meetings: 

• An additional gate and line markings on the new driveway to encourage student activity and 
action. A student-led playground committee is working with the school community to 
determine the final design; 

• Upgrading the AV equipment in the Hall; 

• Contributing to the school's sustainability and energy efficiency program with the 

installation of LED lighting and possible introduction of solar panels; 

 

We value the input from parents, students, and teachers of HSS on where the P&F fundraising 

efforts can best be used. All suggestions and ideas are welcomed. If you would like more detail on 

the activities of the P&F or would like to give us your feedback, we encourage you to contact the 

P&F via our email and/or attend our monthly meetings.  

 

The P&F relies on the support and active participation of parents in our school-based events and 

activities. Your parent representatives will keep you informed on which year levels have 

responsibility for coordinating key school events. This year is a Spring Fair year, which is always the 

biggest fundraising event for the school and one of the most fun. Keep reading the newsletter and 

other school correspondence for more information about the planning for the Spring Fair. We are 

still looking for volunteers in the led up and on the day. If you have not already let us know how you 

can help, please contact the P&F. 

 

Our next P&F meeting will be on Wednesday, 11 March, at 7 pm in the school library. It is likely we 

will be organising a guest speaker for this meeting, so watch this space for more information. 

If you would like more information about the P&F or have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
send us an email at pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au. 

 



 



Vacancy  -  School Crossing Supervisors 

 

Two Casual positions exist for a School Crossing Supervisor at Holy Spirit New  

Farm. 

 

The School Crossing Supervisor may be required to work five days per week in all 

weather conditions.  The hours of work for the School Crossing Supervisor are 1 

hour and 15 minutes a day and comprises 45 minutes in the morning and 30 

minutes in the afternoon. 

 

Current crossing time:  07:50am—08:35am  and  2:55pm—3.25pm. 

 

The current rate of pay is $29.61 per hour. 

 

Commencement of work for the successful applicant is dependent on: 

 

•        The favourable outcome of a health assessment. 

•        A Positive Notice Blue Card (you do not need to have a blue  

               Card to apply for the position) 

 

Closing date for applications:  ASAP 

 

Completed applications should be returned to: 

 

                  The Principal 

                  Holy Spirit New Farm 

                  Villiers Street 


