
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
This week we implemented a change to reporting by holding 3 Way 
Conferences.  These conferences focused on learning undertaken and 
goals for the future.  They enabled children to identify their strengths and 
for parents to ask how they can support the learning being undertaken.  
While this was new in our school, it has been happening in other schools 
for many years.  I was proud of how 
many students confidently presented 
their learning to their parents and 
explained clearly the requirements of 

each task.  For other students, it was challenging to speak to their 
parents in this way and there were looks of embarrassment and 
moments of complete silence.  This is all part of learning – the 
successes and challenges!  We will continue to focus on strategies to 
support student’s in taking a lead role in the conference into the 
future. 

Here’s some feedback from Parents, Students & Teachers: 
*I thought it was positive because I could hear feedback from my teacher straight away instead of it coming from mum 

and dad.   I feel that it was quite fun and focussed on learning and what I need to 
work on in the future.  Next time I would explain my work in a better way.  Mum and 
Dad asked questions about my work and learning and how I can catch up. -Sterling 
Year 4 
 

*I'd just like to say that we all thoroughly enjoyed the 3-way conferences for both 
Olivia and Hugo, and I can see that so 
much preparation went into the 
meetings - so thank you to the 
teachers for the added work, and the 2 
very long days on Monday and Tuesday 

to make it all happen. Hugo was excited all week for "his meeting" and I can 
see that Miss Patroni worked so hard to prepare him and build up his 
confidence to share all about his learning experience.  He was as proud as 
punch, and he has shared his folio and presentation (complete with the hand-
made tie) with the whole extended family. – Matt 

 

*At the 3-Way Conference I told my parents about all the different learning I 
did from Term 1 to Term 3 and showed them my two favourite pieces of 
learning.  I felt proud to show them how much learning I did.  I also shared my goals.  -Audrey Year 3 
 

Bridget and I truly appreciated and valued the experience. It was great to see our children lead the meeting with 
confidence and give us insights into the way they interact and communicate with their teachers and how supported 
they are at HSS. The teachers’ passion for their roles was truly evident. – Scott 
 

In my conference I said I like reading small books but not chapter books. I said I would like to learn how to write more 
quickly.  I told my mum and dad I want to be better at maths.  I liked the conference because I got to read about my 
learning.  – Liam Year 1 
 

It was great to see the confidence and pride the children displayed when they were articulating their learning to their 
families.  It was beneficial for all parties. - Brenda 
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From the APRE 
 

Dear Families, 
This week we celebrate Catholic Education Week in Queensland. It is a significant milestone this year as we 
celebrate 175 years since Catholic Education began in Queensland on the site of what is now the Myer Centre in 
Brisbane's CBD back in 1845. The first parish priest of Brisbane town, Father James Hanly, employed lay people, 
Mary and Michael Bourke to teach 56 students in our state's first Catholic school. 
 
175 years on, there are now more than 300 Catholic schools in Queensland educating around 150000 students. 
Holy Spirit forms one of the 142 primary, secondary and Prep-to-Year-12 schools in the Archdiocese of Brisbane. 
While the first school was opened to teach poor Irish Catholics, today, our students come from all cultures, all 
faiths and all backgrounds. 
 
On Monday we held a liturgy to celebrate this milestone and also reflected on our own 90-year history here at Holy 
Spirit. Many thanks to our Year Six leaders who took charge of this liturgy and did a great job in making it a 
meaningful and relevant experience for all our students. At Holy Spirit we are proud of what makes us a Catholic 
school and celebrate as a faith-filled learning community.  
Blessings for the week ahead. Oliver 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 JULY 

31 3H Assembly 

  

  

 AUGUST 

14 

19 

Public Holiday 

Open afternoon 

  

  

  

  

  

  

From the PRIMARY LEARNING LEADER (PLL) 
Now more than ever we are seeing the growing benefit of technology as an educational 
tool to enhance student learning in the classroom learning space. The recent restrictions 
placed upon schools due to COVID further highlighted the importance of developing the 
digital skills of our children. 
 
At Holy Spirit School we have been looking into the most effective ways to implement a 
1 to 1 device program that would allow us to not only develop these digital skills but to 
also provide the direct and targeted implementation of technology resources to 
progress student learning. 
 
The topic of technology in the lives of children, and in particular the use of personal 
devices, is one that often holds negative connotations. There is however an ever-
increasing field of research that indicates the educational advantages of 1:1 devices in 
schools. 
 
A recent report published in The Journal of Technology, Learning, and Assessment 
focused on four empirical studies of Prep to Year 12 involved in 1:1 device programs. It 
also included a review of key themes present in the conversation about 1:1 devices 
among advocates and critics. 
 
In summarising these particular studies, researchers found that the evidence supported 
the implementation of a 1:1 device program for students of all ages. Participation in a 
1:1 device program was associated with increased effective student and teacher 
technology use, increased student engagement and interest levels, and increases in 
student achievement. 
 
Students at Holy Spirit School are already exposed to a range of devices that support the 
development of their digital skills and contribute to their overall learning. Implementing 
a 1:1 device program for students in Years 3 to 6 is the next step in our technology 
resourcing. Over the coming months, we will provide the school community with further 
information regarding the benefits and implementation of this type of program and how 
it will look at Holy Spirit. 
Regards, Troy Giess 
 
 

 
Regards, 
Troy Giess 

 



 

 

 

 

BCE Listens Survey - Communication #1   

What our staff, parents and students think about our school matters. From Monday 17 August to 
Monday 31 August, we will engage with our community of staff, parents and students through the 
Brisbane Catholic Education (BCE) Listens Survey. Survey findings will be used to inform our 
school’s future work and improvement journey, as well as the direction of Brisbane Catholic 
Education. 

 
What you need to know 
To ensure privacy and confidentiality are maintained, an independent survey provider — Australian 
Survey Research — will conduct the surveys on behalf of our school and Brisbane Catholic 
Education.  
 
Parents who complete the survey will not be identified when the results are later provided to the 
school. The school will only receive information based on the collective answers of all parents who 
participated in the survey.  
 
It is important to note that school leaders and teachers will be able access individual student 
survey results. Student’s survey data will be linked to their learning data to improve the understand 
of their educational needs. Only students in year 4 through to 12 will be surveyed, and they will 
complete the survey at school. 

Please be assured that all survey responses are treated confidentially, and all data will be stored 
securely in accordance with the Information Privacy Act 2009 (Qld). No identifying information will 
be published or released. 

If you do not wish your child to complete the survey please fill in this short form before Friday 7 
August 2020.  

If you have any questions, please contact Kim Davis. 
 
As partners in your child’s education, what you think of our school matters. Thank you for 
supporting our school community with the BCE Listens Survey.  
  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9yCGN0qqrECQKi75E9jtaYKNirFMAjtJm87qCV-ez_1UNzcxMExON0lBSEJZMzlZUEI1QVhMWk1NNy4u


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 
 

PREP S Lenny C The positive way you approach every day at school. 

 Jasper H 
Your willingness to persist in challenges and take risks in your reading 
and writing. 

PREP H Emmie A 
Always displaying a positive attitude towards school life and 
demonstrating the expected behaviours in all areas. 

  Dominic C The passion and excitement that you bring to every class discussion. 

YEAR 1S Pippa R 
Writing such detailed and interesting sentences about the characters 
from the Gruffalo.  Well Done! 

  Liam S 
The effort you have been displaying during writing lessons this week 
and for responsibly leading your 3-way conference. 

YEAR 1H Indiana W 
Writing an interesting sentence about the actions of a character in 
our story. 

  Charlie B 
The consistent effort you have been putting into practising your 
reading. 

YEAR 2H Victoria S 
The confidence you showed when presenting your learning to your 
family at the 3-way conference. 

  Jack V Making a super effort in your writing tasks this week. 

YEAR 2S Claudia V Showing great improvement with her spelling. 

  Charlie C Participating with great enthusiasm at Dance Fever. 

YEAR 3S Harriet V Your amazing response to the Cyber Safety program. 

  Tameem H Presenting your learning and goals this week with confidence. 

YEAR 3H Aston D 
Outstanding effort with independent research and inquiry about 
Roald Dahl in preparation for the lead role in assembly. 

 Cecilia H Detailed ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ character descriptions. 

YEAR 4S Sophie W The positive attitude you bring to school each day. 

  Joshua R The impressive way that you participated in the 3-way conferences. 

YEAR 4H Grace C Your excellent focus and dedication to classroom learning. 

  Laken E 
Your respectful demeanour and always upholding our expected 
classroom behaviour. 

MS S Quinn C Always approaching his learning with positivity. 

 Camille F 
Her persistence in mathematics.  Particularly for her effort when 
approaching order of operations. 

MS H 

Marcello P 
 
 
Beatriz R 

For applying sound, letter knowledge and decoding skills learned 
during word study and English lessons to his written work and oral 
presentations. 
For working hard on her novel study work and making valuable 
contributions to our lessons when examining how language features 
are used to enhance characters and ideas in the text. 

Sports Award 
 

Mia 
MacDermott 

Her effort, enthusiasm and eagerness to learn more about sport. 


