
 

awI woke yesterday to the news of the explosion in Beirut, Lebanon.  The vision was horrific.  My thoughts 
immediately turned to our Lebanese families at Holy Spirit School particularly those with family and friends in 
Lebanon.  The continuing news broadcasts have highlighted the rescue and recovery challenges which will continue 
in the many days ahead.  My thoughts and prayers are with all in our community impacted by this disaster.   

 

Lo Loving God, we pray that your healing spirit be with the people of Beirut and Lebanon.  May peace, 
cooperation, courage and hope be with the rescue workers and all people responding to this disaster.  
We ask this prayer through Jesus – teacher, healer and comforter.  Amen. 

 
With every good wish, 
Kim 
 
Assembly Link 
We have been provided with a new function for live streaming our school assembly.   
The “Live Event” will continue to be available through Microsoft TEAMS; however, a link 
will be emailed to parents/caregivers to be able to view the event.  There will not be  
options to comment or ask questions during the event.  As with all assemblies we remind 
you not to post photographs of other students to any social media sites without 
permission from parents.  The link will be emailed separately to the  
newsletter.  Only parents/caregivers with the link can view the assembly. 
 
Cyber Safety 
Last week all students participated in Cyber Safety sessions facilitated by  
Brett Lee – Internet Safe Education– a trusted eSafety provider 
recommended by the Australian Government eSafety Commissioner.  
The focus of the student sessions included:  
4 Cyber Safety Messages:  
1. I protect my personal details online  
2. People I only know on the internet, are strangers  
3. We all have rules on the internet and computers  
4. I talk to a trusted adult if I have an online problem  
The P & F Association has now engaged Brett Lee to present a parent session on Wednesday 9th September.  
Please see the attached information regarding this valuable parent information session. 
 
Three Way Conference Survey 
Parents/caregivers have been invited to offer feedback regarding the implementation of the recent three-way 
conferences.  The survey was emailed on Wednesday.  
 
Communication at HSS 
Are you accessing all communication available at Holy Spirit School? 

• Newsletter – the newsletter is distributed each week via email 

• Instagram - #hssnewfarmprincipal. Please send an email to pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au  if you are 
not easily identified by your Instagram name) 

• BCE Connect – this app will allow you to securely access school and student information 
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Dear Families, 
 
This Saturday we celebrate a very special feast day in the Catholic Church – the feast 
of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Mary is Australia’s first saint and was a truly 
inspirational woman.  
 
At the age of 18, Mary moved to the regional South Australian town of Penola, to 
provide for her family back in Melbourne. Fr Julian Woods, a young priest in Penola 
saw the need for a Catholic school in the community which he established with Mary 
as teacher. In 1866 Mary fulfilled her desire to dedicate her life to God and took her 
vows to become the first sister of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart. 
 
As the order grew, the Josephite Sisters travelled throughout regional Australia 
providing education for the poor and needy. While their teaching was Catholic, their 
schools were open to any child who wished to learn, and she accepted those who 
could pay and those who could not. The sisters believed all children were equal and 
entitled to an education without distinction. 
 
The sisters faced many challenges including from within the church. Many priests 
and bishops at the time did not like that the order was self-governing and wanted 
parish control of their schools. Mary was even excommunicated for a time for not deviating from her orders 
beliefs. 
 
At the time of her death in 1909 there were more than 600 sisters throughout Australia and New Zealand 
teaching more than 12400 children in 117 schools. There were also thousands of needy children and adults 
being cared for in 12 charitable institutions. The Josphite organisation continued to grow throughout the 
20th century and the number of schools continued to expand. At this time we acknowledge and give thanks 
to the valuable contribution these sisters and their charism have made and continues to make to the 
education and spirituality of many thousands of Australian children. 
 
I will leave you today with a prayer shared with us this week by some of our senior leaders at Brisbane 
Catholic Education: 
 
Ever generous God, you inspired Saint Mary MacKillop to live her life faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and constant in bringing hope and encouragement to those who were disheartened, lonely or needy. With 
confidence in your generous providence and through the intercession of Saint Mary MacKillop we ask that 

our faith and hope be fired afresh by the Holy Spirit so that we too, like Mary MacKillop, may live with 

courage, trust and openness. Ever generous God hear our prayer. We ask this through Jesus Christ. 
 
Amen. 
 
 

Class Masses have resumed but unfortunately due to social distancing 
restrictions these celebrations at the moment are only available for 
staff and students. 
 
Have a good week, Oliver 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 AUGUST 

14 

19 

19 

Public Holiday 

Open afternoon 

P & F Meeting, 7pm 

 SEPTEMBER 

4 Pupil Free Day 

7-9 Yr 5 & 6 Camp 

9 P & F Meeting, 7pm 

18 Last day of term 3 

  



 

Hello Families, 
 
One of the many positives to come out of our recent 3-way conferences was to see and hear our students 
using the language of learning. You may have noticed your children sharing with you the “learning 
intentions” or “learning objectives”, and “success criteria” of a task. Put simply, your children were sharing 
with you what they were learning and what they needed to achieve to be successful. 

 
On a surface level, this may seem simple, you may even have glossed over these statements in your hast to 
view your child’s work sample or ask a question. However, the fact that Holy Spirit students not only know 
what and why they are learning a particular concept, but that they also possess the ability to articulate this 
to you as parents is evidence of the successful Visible Learning being implemented by teachers here at Holy 
Spirit school. 
 
Visible Learning is the result of research conducted by education expert Professor John Hattie to understand 
the most impactful approaches that lead to successful learning outcomes for students. One of the key 
elements of Visible Learning is the basic premise that students have the same idea as their teacher of what 
is going on in the classroom and what they should be learning as a result of this... learning 
intentions and success criteria. 
 
Brisbane Catholic Education’s Strategies That Maximise Impact, a document focussed on the maximising 
learning and delivering precision pedagogy, highlights the importance of teacher and student clarity that 
results from the use of learning intentions and success criteria. 
 
“The aim of any learning intention and success criteria is to help students learn, not to help the students 
complete the activity.” (Brisbane Catholic Education, Strategies That Maximise Impact) 
 
This is a strategy that moves students from a surface level knowledge, to what is known as deep and transfer 
knowledge, and equips them with the learning that creates deep understand and their ability to transfer this 
knowledge to a range of concepts. 
 
At Holy Spirit School we pride ourselves on delivering excellent learning and teaching based on evidence-
based practices. Our recent 3-way conferences are yet another example of the success our students 
experience as a result of this. 
 
Hopefully you have a better understanding of what “learning intentions” and “success criteria” are, 
and why they are so vital in the learning process. Use this new information, and the obvious skills your 
children have developed, to continue the important dialogue about their learning journey. 
 
If you would like any further information regarding the use of learning intentions and success criteria at 
Holy Spirit School please do not hesitate to make contact with me via email 
troy.giess@bne.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Troy Giess 
Primary Learning Leader 

 

 

  

Friday 7th August is Commonwealth Census Day for 

all students in Australia.  Please see attached to the 

newsletter the Privacy Notice issued by the 

Commonwealth Government regarding the 

information collected and its purpose” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 
 

PREP S Hugo A Your constant kindness and respect to everyone, your peers and staff 
 Helena B Always presenting your work neatly. 

PREP H Louie C 
Your determination when creating your text innovation of Down By 
The Bay. 

  Everly S Your confident and insightful explanations of your thinking in maths. 

YEAR 1S Max G 
Writing an exceptional character description on the mouse from the 
Gruffalo. 

  Isla H Your persistence during all learning activities. 

YEAR 1H Lily M 
Continuing to work on your reading and completing your books with 
increasing confidence. 

  Lucia L The enthusiasm you display when asked to complete learning tasks. 

YEAR 2H Vivienne C Your excellent dancing during our Dance Fever lessons. 

  George V The superb job you did when writing your poem titled ‘Chocolate’. 

YEAR 2S Lachlan C Working tough to add detail to his personal recount. 

  Jemima B Her contributions to our daily maths routines. 

YEAR 3S Bronson C 
Listening to others and assisting with the group with spelling 
strategies. 

  Harriet V Participating in all learning and staying engaged to work tough. 

YEAR 3H Maria K Performing excellently at our Class Assembly. 
 Tim K Settling into life at HSS with ease. 

YEAR 4S Julian T 
Your improving work attitude. You are showing increasing effort and 
active participation. 

  Carter F The way you present your schoolwork with pride and care. 

YEAR 4H Teddy M Your continued focus and hard work in class. 

  Sophia Y Always presenting your work beautifully and assisting others. 

MS S Kincso S Approaching your inquiry task with maturity. 

 Giuliet G Making every effort to reach your goal. 

MS H Chloe R Consistently following the HSS expected behaviours.  

 Kyna T  
The committed and thoughtful approach to reflecting on your 
learning. 

Sports Award 
 

Sidney C Outstanding sporting achievements, teamwork and kindness. 



 

The P&F meeting for August has been moved to 

Wednesday 19 August at 7pm. This month the P&F  will 

discuss ideas on how we can better connect with 

families/parents during these challenging times. We would 

also like to explore ideas on how we can connect socially and 

raise funds for the school in a COVID-safe environment. 

 
The meeting will be held virtually using HSS Teams. We want 

to hear your ideas so we encourage you to log in and 

participate. 
 
We will provide more details in next week’s newsletter. 

 
For our September P&F Meeting (9 September) we have 

secured a great speaker - Brett Lee from Internet Safe 

Training. Brett Lee will present a special session  on how 

we can protect and support our children in an online 

environment  
  
You don’t want to miss this one so mark the date in your 

calendar. 
 
If you have any questions for the P&F or suggestions on 

future topics of interest please do not hesitate to contact 

us on  pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au  

 
 
 

DON’T FORGET 
 

P&F Meeting on 

Wednesday 19th August 

@ 7pm via Microsoft Teams 
 

 

 

 

P&F meeting 

via TEAMS on 

Wednesday  

19th  August 



 

Calling all Year 4 students! 
 

Student Library Helpers 

• WHO: Small groups (max 4) of Year 4 students who are reliable and 
demonstrate strong organisational skills. 

 

• WHAT: Students who enjoy being in the library may want to sign up to 
help out in the library. Duties may include checking books in and out, 
sorting and shelving books, tidying and alphabetising shelves and other 
library tasks (possibly cleaning my car and/or bringing me sausage rolls). 

 
• WHEN: Students may be required once or twice a week during first or 

second break depending on the number of helpers we have. 
 

• HOW: Application forms to be a library helper have been distributed to 
the Year 4 classrooms. When everyone has had a chance to return their 
application a roster will be distributed to our new helpers and the 
helping shall commence. 
 

Is this something your child might be interested in? 
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Dear parent / guardian / staff member 

2020 Non-Government School Census collection notice 

The Australian Government provides funding to Australian schools under the Australian 

Education Act 2013 (AE Act). The AE Act and the associated Australian Education Regulation 

2013 (the AE Regulation) require that a school authority provides the Australian Government 

with certain information about the school, its staff, and student body to ensure the school’s 

funding is properly calculated and appropriately managed. This information is collected by 

the Department of Education, Skills and Employment (the department) on behalf of the 

Australian Government.  

What information does the department collect in the Non-Government Schools Census? 

Any personal information collected is protected by law, including the Privacy Act 1988, and 

will be handled in accordance with that Act, the AE Act and the AE Regulation.  

The authorities that operate schools, such as a Catholic Education Office or an independent 

school authority, will provide basic information about the school to the Australian 

Government. This includes its name, address, contact details and years of schooling offered. 

The school authority must provide information to the department about the makeup of the 

school’s staff and student body during an annual school census. This is because Australian 

Government funding varies according to whether students are primary, secondary, receiving 

distance education, or are overseas students and is calculated to provide additional funding, 

called ‘loadings’, for students at educational disadvantage. 

The school authority must provide the department with information about the number of 

staff and students at the school (no names are provided), including the number of: 

 teaching and non-teaching staff 

  primary and secondary students 

  full-time and part-time students 

  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff and students  

  students with disability 

  students receiving distance education 

  boarding students 

  overseas students. 



 

 

The department will also collect the name, position and contact details of the staff member 

nominated as the primary contact for the annual census. 

The authority is required to publish some of this information, and it is also published by the 

Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) on the My School 

website at www.myschool.edu.au. 

There may be circumstances in which a school authority will voluntarily provide personal 

information about individual students to the department. Where a student has not attended 

a school during the annual Census Reference Period, but the authority wishes to receive 

funding for them, the authority will provide the department with information about a 

student showing they meet funding criteria. The department does not require information 

that identifies an individual student and asks the authority to censor any documents before 

providing them. The department will destroy any documents it deems sensitive immediately 

upon receiving them. 

Why is this information collected? 

The department collects the information outlined above for the purposes of the AE Act, 

which include: 

 calculation of Australian Government funding 

 publishing and providing information about schools to the public. 

The department also uses the information for research, statistical analysis, and policy 

development on school education for the Australian Government. 

Aggregated information from the annual school census about the school’s student body may 

also be used to validate data from other collections undertaken by the department, such as 

the Student Residential Address And Other Information Collection.  

Who receives this information? 

School authorities provide this information directly to the department. The department may 

in turn pass the information on to ACARA, state and territory education departments and 

authorities, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), and the Productivity Commission. 

Information passed to ACARA, state and territory education authorities, the ABS, and the 

Productivity Commission is used by those organisations for their public purposes. For 

example, the information collected from school authorities under the AE Act forms part of 

the national statistical collection maintained by the ABS. 

From time to time, the department engages contractors to audit or verify school records to 

ensure that the information a school authority provides to the department on behalf of a 

school is accurate. The information previously collected by the department may also be 

passed onto these contractors for this purpose. When carrying out an audit, the contractors 

may need to access information about individual students from the school’s records. This 

information may be ‘personal information’ within the meaning given in the Privacy Act 1988. 

http://www.myschool.edu.au/


 

 

The contractors may pass this information onto officers within the department if there is a 

discrepancy in the data provided by the school and the school’s records and further 

investigation is required. 

The department will also provide the information to other organisations if required or 

authorised by law to do so. Other than in exceptional circumstances (for example, 

investigation of fraud relating to overseas students), the department does not disclose any 

of the personal information collected to overseas recipients. 

Contacts for further information 

If you have questions about the collection of information about schools by the Australian 

Government under the Australian Education Act 2013, please contact: 

The Recurrent Assistance for Schools team at: schools@dese.gov.au. 

You can get more information about the way in which the department will manage any 

personal information collected, including information on accessing or correcting that 

personal information, and how to make a complaint, in our full privacy policy at 

www.dese.gov.au/privacy or by requesting a copy from the department at 

privacy@dese.gov.au. 
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