
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1, Week 5, 28 February 2019 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
On Monday I attended the BCE Leadership Forum along with principals from all schools in Brisbane Catholic 
Education.  I have to admit I arrived at the meeting with the hint of a bad attitude because I was missing the 
school swimming carnival.  Attending the swimming carnival is not something I enjoy giving up!  A good coffee 
and catching up with colleagues helped a little to prepare me for the unfolding day.  By the end of the day I was 
invigorated and inspired!   
Pam Betts (Executive Director – BCE) opened the day by sharing her theme for the year – Enable Voice.  This 
resonated with me as over the holidays I had been reading more and more about the impact and importance 
student voice makes in our school communities. Enable Voice is not just about students; it is about enabling 
(empowering, assisting, supporting) all in our community to contribute.   
We then heard from Professor Michael Fullan who presented his research and practical examples of leadership 
for coherence and deep change.  Michael’s coherence framework has been embedded in Brisbane Catholic 
Education for a number of years but his new focus on “nuanced leaders” provided new insights for our work in 
educating young people of the future.  This work calls leaders to: 

• Have a curiosity about what is possible 

• Are open and connect to people 

• Loyal to a better future 

• See below the surface 

• Teach 

• Change people’s emotions not minds 

• Foster sinews of success 

• Are humble 

• Determined for the group to be successful 

• Are proud to celebrate successes 

• Courageously and relentlessly committed to changing the system for the betterment of humanity  
     (Fullan, Nuance, 2019, p.112) 
 

This is indeed a challenging list.  Fullan says we need leaders who “help us see the trees and the forest 
simultaneously” and Pope Francis reminds us that “the students who are in our schools today will be the leaders 
of the 2050’s”. These capacities inspire and challenge me to Enable Voice in others for the continuous 
improvement and growth of our school. 
 
With every good wish, 
Kim 
 
HSS Swimming Carnival and Zone Team 
Thank you to Cecilia Bozzi for organising another fabulous swimming carnival.  Thank you to teachers, staff and 
parents who enabled the smooth running of the carnival by taking on specific jobs on the day. The introduction 
of age champion medals was a highlight and provides an opportunity to recognise the excellence of students in 
another learning context.  Congratulations to all our children who participated in the carnival.  The Zone Team 
will be announced at assembly tomorrow.  These students will compete in the Zone Carnival at Stafford State 
School next Friday, 8 March. 
 
 
 
           

 



 

 

 Congratulations Mia B. 

        Congratulations to Mia in Middle School who competed in the City Districts 
Swimming Carnival during the week.  Mia swam in 50m backstroke and 50m 
butterfly and achieved a personal best time for her butterfly swim.  An 
impressive result at this level of competition. 

 
        Buddies at HSS 

Throughout our school students are assigned a buddy 
in another year level.  These students and classes 
meet at various times throughout the term to share 
learning and activities.  The Preps are buddied with 
our Middle School and during the week they took the 
time to learn a little more about each other.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age Champions – 2019 Swimming Carnival 

Charlie M, Esther B, Carter F, Audrey D, James L, Ava F, Oliver C, Georgia S,  

Rocco A, Mia B, Leondas P, Alyssa H 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 MARCH 

5 Shrove Tuesday 

6 Ash Wednesday  

NO SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

Mass 9am 

7 Year 1 Class Mass 9am 

8 Zone Swimming Carnival 

8 Assembly 1H 

11 Prep 2020 Interviews 

Commence 

13  School Board Meeting 

6pm 

P & F Meeting 7pm 

14 Year 4 Class Mass 

21 Middle School Class 

Mass 9am 

22 Assembly 4S 

P & F School Disco 

25-

26 

Parent Teacher 

Interviews 

27 School Photos  

29 Assembly 3H 

 APRIL 

1 Whole School Athletics 

Carnival. Bowden Park, 

Geebung 

5 Last day of school for 

term 1, 3pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invito’ – From the AP-RE  
  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Once again, the Pasch of the Lord draws near! In our preparation for Easter, God in His providence offers us each year the 

season of Lent as a “sacramental sign of our conversion”.[1] Lent summons us, and enables us, to come back to the Lord 

wholeheartedly and in every aspect of our life. 

With this message, I would like again this year to help the entire Church experience this time of grace anew, with joy and in 

truth. I will take my cue from the words of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew: “Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of 

many will grow cold” (24:12). (Press – Vatican) 

Staff Professional Learning 

Tonight the staff will engage in professional learning around Scripture with a focus on the, ‘Holy Week in the Gospels – 

Insights from Scripture.’  

Shrove Tuesday 

Next Tuesday, our Year 6 student leaders, accompanied by Mr Giess and myself will join with other Catholic Schools at the 

Cathedral of Stephen for the launch of Project Compassion.  As a school community we will share pancakes to mark this day.  

Shrove Tuesday marks the last day before the Christian time of Lent. In olden days Christians did not eat many foods such as 

milk, eggs and fats during Lent.  They did not waste food, so before Lent began they had a huge feast using all the food that 

would go bad before they could eat it again.  Pancakes were a dish that used up the foods by adding some flour. (My Shared) 

Ash Wednesday 

Next Wednesday is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the Lenten Season and also the start of Project Compassion.  

During the term the children will engage in some fundraising to support the work of Project Compassion.  This year we will 

have our Rice Day and Ks for Caritas.   

K’s for Caritas. 

All children will be invited to participate in this event by asking family and friends to sponsor them $/c per lap around the 

lower flat. This will take place on Friday mornings from 8am – 8.15am starting in week six (8th March).  We will set a 

target each week for the number of laps to run/walk, these will be in their booklet.   

Week 6 – 5 laps, Week 7- 10 laps, Week 8 – 15 laps & Week 9 – 20 laps. 

Each participant will receive a sponsorship page next week to be completed. They will need to bring these along each Friday 

in weeks 6/7/8 & 9 to be stamped. The children can bring in their sponsorship page and money by Wednesday (3rd April) of 

Week 10. Your ongoing support is much appreciated. 

Monday 11th March - you’re invited to join in our Lenten Reflection Group.  This year the theme of this reflection time is 

‘Compassion.’  We will meet on the deck at 2pm to spend some time listening to, reflecting and sharing the Gospel.  I look 

forward to your presence at this time. 

Thank you to Year 2 for leading mass so prayerfully. 

Have a great week, God Bless, Sue Williams 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 
 

PREP S Evelyn H Showing persistence when completing writing tasks.  Way to go Evie! 
  Louis D Working tough during maths activities and staying on task. 

PREP H Charlotte McC The effort you put into reading groups this week. 

  Oliver C The excellent way you participated in Maths this week. 

YEAR 1S Olivia H Being a confident learner and starting learning tasks straight away. 

  Yatee B Putting thought and detail into writing tasks. 

YEAR 1H Zeteny S Being a caring and considerate student who is always ready to help. 

  Siana D Displaying great focus and determination in Guided Reading. 

YEAR 2H Olivia S Thoughtful contributions when discussing objects from the past. 

  Albert G The kindness you consistently show to others.   

YEAR 2S Ruby C Taking pride in your work and always striving to complete your best writing. 

  James M Always working hard and putting effort into your work. 

YEAR 3S Ashton M Sharing your honest thoughts about the Swimming Carnival this week. 

  Rebecca M Working tough during Maths as we described positions for the table trays. 

YEAR 3H Lucia W Showing perseverance and confidence in our maths lessons this week. 
 Paris C Being kind and caring to a friend in need.  You are a great role model. 

YEAR 4S Abigail B Always being ready to learn and work tough to complete all tasks. 

  Thomas V Showing confidence when speaking in front of his peers. 

YEAR 4H Jordan C Listening attentively during class discussions. 

  Lucia P Working conscientiously every day. 

YEAR MSH Zara H Always speaking positively and listening to others. 

 Skye B Your persistence at the school swimming carnival. 

SPORTS 
AWARD 

Rafael M Outstanding team spirit shown 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER  

FRIDAY 1 MARCH 2019 

Wed Ordering:  Michelle Asplin                 Wed Prep:  Sorkunde Gogenola /Lou Lou Boghossian                

Shop Order        Renae Davie                      Sushi Pick up: Rebecca Patterson  

Friday Label:      Kim Freeman                    Duty Leader: Kerrie Taylor 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 

Fiona Keys, Anne-Maree Jenyns, Kate George, Karen Whistler, Tina Campbell, Emma Langman                

FRIDAY 8 MARCH 2019 

Wed Ordering:  Maria Ganim                   Wed Prep:          Sorkunde Gogenola /Lou Lou Boghossian 

Shop Order:       Sasha Murphy                 Sushi Pick up:    Julianne Biddle 

Friday Label:      Elizabeth Kelso                Duty Leader:      Nicole Cronk 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 

Gloria Pena, Michael Grabowski, Nili Covacich, Mellissa Smith, Amanda Mahony, Shelly Pearson 

 

 

 



                                                     
A Message from our Primary Learning Leader Jo Stower 

 
Shared reading with your child at home 

 

The home environment plays a crucial role in your child’s literacy development.  We are well aware of the benefits of 

engaging in a wide range of literacy activities with our children when they are very young such as story book reading, 

playing games, singing songs and chanting rhymes.  As parents we do this really well.  It’s important though, that once your 

child starts school and is bringing home books to read, you make sure that you are continuing to engage in shared reading 

experiences so that your child’s literacy continues to thrive. Shared reading means reading with your child.  It means 

engaging them in the interaction of making meaning from the written text and from the illustrations.  It’s not just about 

the words on the page.  It is so much more than this.  An article by Han and Neuharth-Pritchett (2014) suggests three 

excellent strategies that can help to make the most of parent/child shared reading interactions as our children are learning 

to read. The three strategies are Dialogic Reading, Going beyond the text through non-immediate talk and Print 

referencing. 

Dialogic reading means that when reading a book with your child where they are active participants, not passive listeners.  

Specific components of this strategy include using ‘wh’ questions (e.g. what, where, when and why) and open-ended 

questions that encourage a child to respond in their own language.  Another component is to provide informative feedback  

by repeating and expanding on their responses to your questions by using more sophisticated language.  The third 

component involves praising your child as they read, interact and share the reading with you.  

Going beyond the text through non-immediate talk typically involves high levels of cognitive challenges such as 

encouraging them to predict, make inferences, explain their view points and make connections with the story to their 

personal life experiences. With younger children you can model these responses to give them the language so that they 

can in turn respond. 

Print referencing means practising specific reading behaviours such as asking a child to identify a letter in a word that 

perhaps starts with the same letter as their name, pointing out the difference between a question mark or an exclamation 

mark, drawing a child’s attention to the same letters being found in rhyming words or pointing out the space between the 

words.  It can also be as simple as running your finger under the sentence as you read.  It’s important to remember though, 

not to over emphasise print referencing as the whole purpose of shared reading is to make meaning and to enjoy the text 

and ultimately provide our children with rich language experiences. 

Source:  Han, J. & Neuharth-Pritchett, S. (2014). Parents' interactions with preschoolers during shared book reading: Three 

strategies for promoting quality interactions. Childhood Education, 90(1), 54-60. 



Why kids & parents love Code Camp!
Rated 4.9 on ProductReview.com.au with over 400 5-star reviews!

“Was tentative to do it at first, but 
after the first day was absolutely 
in love with code camp. Insisted 

on wearing hat and t-shirt for the 
next 2 days. Post-camp, he has 
continued to build on his game 

and now shares it with his school 
friends and family.” 

Stuart, Melbourne

“My daughter loved her code 
camp and will be back for 

more... The experience was 
great, teachers were fantastic 

and the follow up emails 
with more activities has been 

unbelievable...”

Katie, Sydney

“The end result is far and away 
the best programming teaching 
environment I have ever seen. 

Seriously now my primary school 
child can program in JavaScript.”

.Jeffrey, Melbourne

More than 50,000 Aussie boys and 
girls have loved Code Camp so far.

Get creative and learn 
to code at Australia’s  
highest rated  school 
holiday camp!

We are so sure your kids will love Code 
Camp, if they don’t want to come back after 
Day 1, we’ll refund the remaining days!

Book with confidence

Sponsored by Powered by

Alternate dates and locations available (no camps on public holidays) 

8-10 April
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Holy Spirit School - New 
Farm

BYO Laptop or Hire

www.codecamp.com.au/holyspirit



S STILL OPEN 

AMS ALL AGES 

New Farm United Soccer Club

Last days of registrations


