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Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
So many of my newsletter messages this year have been announcing 
cancellations, postponements or changes but not this week!  I am 
delighted to announce that sausage sizzle and a re-imagined 
tuckshop is coming back!  Sausage Sizzle will start again on the 26 
August and tuckshop will commence on the 21 August.  To ensure 
COVID safe practices are followed along with limited food handling, 
the tuckshop will only be offering Pizza Hut pizza and sushi.  The 
tuckshop team is hopeful this will offer enough choice for most 
students.  We will send you an email confirming that you can order 
on Flexischools as soon as the items are available. 
 
The other exciting news is that our annual SVDP Sleepout for 
students in Years 4-6 will be going ahead as is listed in the 
calendar.  Again, it will not be like other years, but nothing is quite 
the same as we navigate Covid protocols and increased safety 
practices. Nevertheless, the focus on raising awareness of 
homelessness in our community will be a priority and a goal of the 
event.  Students in Years 4-6 will bring their information letter 
home today.   
 
Sausage Sizzle, tuckshop and the Sleepout are all proceeding because of the willingness of parents, teachers 
and staff to respond and look at new ways of enabling things to happen.  Thank you for your considerations 
and generosity. 

A reminder that tomorrow is a public holiday for the Ekka show holiday.  Enjoy this short break with 
your children. 
 
With every good wish, 
Kim 
 
Special Visitors 
This week we welcomed David Cashman (Senior Leader – Learning 
& Identity) and Balveen Ajimal (Strategy & Performance Executive) 
from Brisbane Catholic Education to our school.  Balveen has been 
undertaking consultative processes to formulate the new strategic 
plan for Brisbane Catholic Education.  During her visit, Balveen 
asked students from Middle School and Year 4 to offer feedback on 
the plan, identify areas of importance and to suggest if there was 
anything missing that should be included.  The feedback was 
insightful and captured the clear thinking and honesty that young 
people are able to give.  Congratulations to: Gabi, Kyna, Camille, 
Grace, Sam, Sterling and Andrea for your willingness to share your 
thinking and ideas with these special visitors to our school. 
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#Take three for the sea 
Many students have mentioned they are spending time at the beach this weekend.  Please take a photo of 
your favourite beach and share your pledge to clean up our oceans and waterways.  You can add your photos 
to the Laudato Si Team on Microsoft Teams. 

 
Science Week 
Many students are busy collecting and sorting through recycled materials as they construct their sailing 
boats to enter the Science Week Competition.  Additional information to consider for your construction 
includes: 
•  must be made from recycled materials  

•  needs to have a sail  
•  can be no longer than 30cms  

•  floats  
•  is created using the most innovative recycled materials. 
We look forward to seeing lots of sailing boats at school on MONDAY 17 August 2020. 

 

BCE Policies 
As a system school under the administration of Brisbane Catholic Education, the following Brisbane Catholic Education 
Policies and processes are implemented by Holy Spirit School: Student Protection Compliance, Code of Conduct Training 
for volunteers and other personnel, Acceptable Use of Information Systems, Privacy Policy, and Complaints 
Management.  All of these policies can be found on our school website: http://www.holyspiritnewfarm.qld.edu.au/bce-
policies/Pages/default.aspx  
 

DON’T FORGET P&F Meeting next Wednesday 19 August at 7pm via HSS Teams. Next week the P & F AGM will be held 

via TEAMS.  Please send an email to pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au if you would like to participate in 

this meeting.  An invitation will then be sent to your email address.  If you attended the previous meeting we have 

added you to the meeting on the 19th August. 

Not returning in 2021 
If your child is not returning to Holy Spirit School in 2021 please notify the office. 

 
St Vincent de Paul, Vinnies, SVDP? 

So often we hear the words “I’ll drop that at ‘Vinnies’” or “‘SVDP’ may be able to help in this situation” but do we really 

know what this organisation is and does.  The St Vincent de Paul Society was founded by a 20 year old student 

named Frederic Ozanam in 1833. He and his university friends wanted to put their faith into action by actually doing 

something to help people. In Australia there are more than 60000 members and volunteers who assist people in their 

communities.  The society operates in 153 countries across the world and has over 800000 members. 

The Mission of the St Vincent de Paul society names gospel values of love, respect, justice, hope and joy to serve Christ 

in the poor and work towards a more just and compassionate society.  The work of SVDP will be a key focus of the 

‘Sleepout’ that our Year 4-6 students will participate in next week. 

 

Kind Regards, Oliver Blenkin 
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YET 
 

The word yet could be the single most impactful element of speech that you share 
with your child on their journey through life. There is overwhelming evidence to 
suggest that adding this solitary word to your child’s regular vernacular will 
transform their approach to facing challenges. 
 
As dramatic as the above statements seem, and I may be embellishing a little, your 
child’s ability to approach not only their learning but also their life in general with 
a growth mindset is important for them to achieve success. 
 
I have written about Carol Dweck’s research into growth mindset in previous 
iterations of the school newsletter, and our recent 3-way conferences have again 
reiterated the importance of this for all students. 
 
A growth mindset approach to learning drives motivation and as a result, leads to 
achievement. Neuroscience shows us that the brain is malleable and can be 
strengthened like a muscle. 
 
The theory behind growth mindset is that when students believe they can improve 
and get smarter, they develop an understanding that effort makes them stronger. 
As a result of this they apply extra effort, and this in turn leads to higher achievement. 
 
Parents and caregivers play a vital role in developing a growth mindset approach to learning in their 
children. The most important thing you can do is to allow your children to understand that effort is linked 
to achievement. 
 
When your children experience difficulty with their learning encourage them to use phrases such as "I 
believe I can get better", "What other strategies can I use?", or "I need to keep trying for a little longer". 
 
No matter our age, if we have not developed a growth mindset, we approach tasks with preconceived 
notions of how successful we will be. This is particularly true for students who are faced with many 
challenging tasks throughout their day. 
 
If your child expresses frustration or tells you that they are not good at a subject, remind them to use the 
three-letter word at the top of this piece... YET. 
 
Regards 
Troy Giess 

  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 AUGUST 

14 

19 

19 

Public Holiday 

Open afternoon 

P & F Meeting, 7pm 

21 SVDP Sleep Out  

Yrs 4-6 

 SEPTEMBER 

4 Pupil Free Day 

7-9 Yr 5 & 6 Camp 

9 P & F Meeting, 7pm 

18 Last day of term 3 

  



 

 

BCE Survey 

What our staff, parents and students think about our school matters. From Monday 

17 August to Monday 31 August, we will engage with our community of staff, parents 

and students through the Brisbane Catholic Education (BCE) Listens Survey. Survey 

findings will be used to inform our school’s future work and improvement journey, as 

well as the direction of Brisbane Catholic Education. 

What you need to know 

To ensure privacy and confidentiality are maintained, an independent survey provider 

—Australian Survey Research —will conduct the surveys on behalf of our school and 

Brisbane Catholic Education. Parents who complete the survey will not be identified 

when the results are later provided to the school. The school will only receive 

information based on the collective answers of all parents who participated in the 

survey. Only students in year 4 through to 12 will be surveyed, and they will complete 

the survey at school. School staff will not have access to individual student responses. 

A small number of office staff will have access to individual student responses for 

internal research and analysis purposes only, to help better understand students’ 

educational needs. Please be assured that all survey responses are treated 

confidentially and all data will be stored securely in accordance with the Information 

Privacy Act 2009 (Qld). No identifying information will be published or released.  

If you do not wish your child to complete the survey please fill in this short form.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Kim Davis.  As partners in your child’s 

education, what you think of our school matters. Thank you for supporting our school 

community with the BCE Listens Survey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9yCGN0qqrECQKi75E9jtaYKNirFMAjtJm87qCV-ez_1UNzcxMExON0lBSEJZMzlZUEI1QVhMWk1NNy4u



