
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 

Today was a fabulous celebration of all things great about Holy Spirit School.  As I said last week, Music Count Us In, is 
always a highlight of the year for me.  Today every child in our school participated in the song and danced along with 
750 000 other students across Australia.  This is no small undertaking and can only happen because of Mrs Rosemary 
La Spina and her extraordinary talents in bringing the whole school together for this special event.  Thank you so much 
Rosemary for making this such a special day for Holy Spirit School.  It was so good to see parents dancing, singing and 
getting involved in the performance.  
The commitment of our teachers to the Outdoor Classroom Day was fantastic.  Following the leadership of Zoey Wicks, 
all teachers organised an “outdoor” learning experience that other classes could undertake.  Thank you to everyone 
for making this such a fabulous day for our students. Thank you to Mrs Wicks for encouraging everyone to make this a 
memorable day for everyone in our school. 
Creating memorable experiences like these is more than just doing “activities”.  They are learning experiences that 
remain with students for a long time and enable them to make connections to the world.  Skills of teamwork, memory, 
rhythm, beat, focussing on instructions and adapting to a new learning environment have been part of their learning 
throughout today.  Use the following questions to find out more about your child’s experience today: 
What was your favourite part of Music Count Us In?  Did you prefer the singing or dancing? If you were Mrs La Spina 
what would you do for MCUI next year?   
What places did you visit as part of the Outdoor Classroom Day?  What was your favourite learning experience?  I heard 
that on the deck you had to listen to instructions to draw a picture, what did your picture look like?  What did you have 
to do with the robots in the multicourt? 
 
With every good wish, 
Kim 
 
Staffing 
We are continuing to work through staffing processes and recruitment for 2020 and provide the following information 
to keep you updated.  Next year Ms Cecilia Bozzi will be taking leave to travel and work overseas.  We have currently 
advertised for a HPE teacher.   
I am pleased to announce that we will welcome the following classroom teachers to Holy Spirit School in 2020: 
Madonna McGreevy - currently teaching at Southern Cross College – Scarborough Campus, Georgia McCristal – 
currently teaching at St Paul’s Catholic School, Bridgewater, Tasmania and Jeremy Fischer – currently teaching at Marist 
College Ashgrove.   

 
Industrial action 
You may have seen in the media stories relating to possible industrial 
action by some staff in Catholic schools. Holy Spirit School is not one of 
the schools affected by this action and there will be no impact on our  
students or staff. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 4, Week 5, 7 November 2019 



 

From the Primary Learning Leader 

 
Early last term I wrote about the importance of building positive learning dispositions in 
children, so they feel capable of achieving success. The language we use when speaking to 
children; be it in academics, athletics, or with regards to behaviour, has a major impact on 
how they feel and influences their willingness to take risks, and strive to achieve and 
progress. 
 
This is as true for adults as it is for children. It makes sense that using negative language 
garners a negative response, whereas the use of positive language solicits a response that is 
positively geared. However, we are culturally predisposed to pessimism, and this, in turn, 
leads to our default language in challenging situations being negative. 
 
This is not to say that every situation we are presented with when it comes to talking to our 
children must be framed positively. However, if we are conscious of those times when 
positive language choices are appropriate, we are more capable of responding in a manner 
that encourages rather than discourages. 
 
When writing on this topic I am reminded of a former coach and mentor of mine who 
emphasised the importance of "living in the front room". His point was that we can view our 
brain as consisting of two rooms; the front room- where positive thoughts and words lead to 
positive actions, and the back room- where all fear, self-doubt, and uncertainty take over and 
ultimately lead to failure. 
 
By using positive language to approach challenges we are creating an environment for our 
children to live in the front room. The interesting thing is that when you fill your life, and the 
lives of those around you, with positive thoughts and words, the size of the front room grows. 
Soon the front room grows so much that there is little space for living in the back room, and 
this silences the majority of self-doubt, opening our minds to believe we can achieve, or at 
the very least give it a go!  
 
VIPs at Holy Spirit School: Week 5 
Tomorrow at assembly the following students will be seated in the Holy Spirit VIP Student 
section. These students have been identified by members of the Holy Spirit community for 
consistently demonstrating the expected behaviours and letting their sprit shine in all areas 
of school life. Ruby S 3S, Paris C 3H, Hugo W 1H, Oliva H 1S. 
Regards Troy Giess 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 NOVEMBER 

8 2H Assembly 

11-

13 

Prep / Yr 1 Swimming 

13 Dance Fever Show Case 

P & F Meeting, 7pm 

(Including Healthy 

Lunchbox Workshop) 

14 Year 3 Class Mass, 9am 

15 DR Manufacturing Pop 

Up Shop, 7.30am 

Remarkable Moments 

Day. Special Assembly 

9am 

18-

20 

Prep / Yr 1 Swimming 

21 Prep /MS Class Mass, 

9am 

22 LAST TUCKSHOP 

 1S & 1H Assembly 

25 Carols on the Green 6pm 

26 Tuckshop Volunteers 

Brunch: 9am, Harveys, 

James St 

27 LAST SAUASGE SIZZLE 

28 Last School Banking 

29 3S Assembly 

Yr 6 Break Up 

As part of our PE Program this term, students in Years 3 to 6 will participate in a Cricket gala day at New Farm 

Park. This is a culmination of the skills being taught during PE lessons alongside skill sessions run by Cricket Qld. 

This event will take place on Wednesday 4 December from 12pm to 1pm. Spectators are welcome to 

participate. Students will receive a permission note outlining all the details on Friday. If your child is 

participating we welcome your assistance. Looking forward to seeing some memorable cricket moments! 

Regards Cecilia Bozzi 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

Reminder 

School Fees for term 4 are due today. Please contact 

the office if you have any queries 



 

 

Invito’ – From the AP-RE 
Last Friday our school wore their craziest socks to support Catholic Mission and the work they do in 

Australia and globally.  Thank you to everyone for getting involved and by the look of the photos, having 

lots of fun also.  We raised $289.00. 

AP-RE Appraisal 
This week I undertook my AP-RE Appraisal.  I’d like to thank Mrs Davis, the staff, Fr Nacho, the parents, 
students and parishioners for your unwavering support of my role at Holy Spirit.  This has not only enabled 
me to grow as a leader but has deepened our Catholic Identity as we share and celebrate the Holy Spirit 
story.  I feel privileged to be a part of this community and look forward to the journey over the coming years. 

All Saints & All Souls 
Last week were the feasts of All Saints & All Souls. All Souls’ Day is traditionally a time for the Christian 
community to remember deceased family members and friends.  During the month of November, you are 
invited to add the names of deceased family and friends to our All Souls book which will be on a table outside 
the multi-court each morning.  We will bring it to prayer each morning and to the class masses on Thursdays, 
keeping all these precious people in our thoughts. 

Thank you Year 2 for the beautiful liturgy we celebrated in the library last week and to Year 4, who shared 

their gifts and talents today at mass in the hall.  We look forward to celebrating with Year 3 next Thursday 

14th November in the hall. 

This term Middle School have been focussing on titles of Jesus in the scripture.  They have created some 

amazing visuals to reflect their understanding of these titles and scripture. 

Have a lovely week, Sue Williams 

     John 8:12 

Messiah Acts 17:2-3 

 

 

 

“Music Count Us In” is over for another year and it was a great success!  It was lovely to see and hear the 
students so enthusiastic with their dancing and singing.  It was also fantastic to see so many Parents join in 
with us too. Your support for Music education is so important.  Thank you for taking the time to come 
along and join in.  The smiles on your faces were just as delightful as the smiles of your children, proving 
that Music does indeed span all age groups.  Only 365 days until MCUI 2020!!    
  
Rosemary La Spina  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 

 
PREP S Albert D The progress you have made with reading. 
  Evelyn H Working independently to complete your task on words. 
PREP H Rhys A Displaying great team work and getting along with others. 
  Lucia L Making positive choices and being a good friend. 
YEAR 1S Harry K Demonstrating a growth mindset with his writing. 
  Alexander M Working hard towards showing expected behaviours. 
YEAR 1H Harry J Consistently showing persistence during English Blocks. 
  Molly S Being a Bucket Filler by showing respect and kindness. 
YEAR 2H Marlin N Super effort you are putting in to improve your spelling. 
  Chase S Persistence you demonstrated when writing your narrative. 
YEAR 2S James M Always sharing your creative and informed ideas. 
  Maia L Your enthusiasm during dance lessons. 
YEAR 3S Celia K Being creative during playtime with friends. 
  Laken E Working tough during English tasks by participating in class. 
YEAR 3H Natalia H Working tough on your poetry writing. 
 Carter F Working hard in English lessons this week. 
YEAR 4S Louisa W For your ‘have a go’ attitude and enthusiasm. 
  Sam F For the positive way you engaged during Year 4 Mass. 
YEAR 4H Blake S For working well in Maths and developing new skills. 
  Mia M For working well during class activities. 
MIDDLESCHOOL Sara K For your willingness to contribute to all that is happening . 
 Benat B For the respect you show to all members of the community. 

SPORTS 
AWARD 

Ava F For impressive batting skills during cricket session. 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER  
FRIDAY 8 NOV 2019 

Wed Ordering:  Maria Ganim                    Wed Prep:  Sorkunde Gogenola /Lou Lou Boghossian                

Shop Order        Shannon Schweizer         Sushi Pick up: Rebecca Patterson 

Friday Label:     Kim Freeman                     Duty Leader: Kerrie Taylor 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 

Carmel Muscillo, Patricia Park, Tricia Read, Laura Butler, Shelly Pearson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET next week’s P&F Association Meeting and special guest speaker on Healthy Lunchboxes 

The Parents & Friends Association is committed to supporting ongoing education for parents in our community. 
Following the successful reading workshop during Book Week, Abbey Warren, nutritionist (and HSS Prep Mum), will 
present a “Healthy Lunchbox Workshop” next Wednesday 13th November at 7.00pm in the school library. Come along 
and be part of this event. Free tickets are available here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healthy-lunchbox-workshop-by-
abbey-warren-tickets- 76867664253  
The P & F will be providing babysitting if required. If you will be bringing children please send an email to 
pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au indicating you will require a babysitter and the number of children.  
There will also be a lucky door prize on the night.  We hope to see you next Wednesday!! 

 



Carols on
the Green



 
 

 
 

 REGISTER YOUR INTEREST  
         FOR THE 2020 SPRING FAIR! 

 
 

A BIG THANK YOU to those of you who have contacted 
us about being involved in the 2020 Holy Spirit Primary 
School Spring Fair.  

 
We are still looking for more volunteers for the Spring Fair 
Committee. If you have skills in project management, 
sponsorship, finance, logistics, design, communication or 
just good organisation we need you! 
 

Roles on the Committee can be held by an individual or a team of people, with 
most roles last time performed by a team of two people. 
 
Our Spring Fair only happens every two years and is an important source of fundraising for Holy 
Spirit Primary School. A successful Spring Fair relies on the support of our amazing school 
community. It is also a great fun day for the whole family and the children of Holy Spirit look 
forward to it. 
 
Register your interest to be involved, be it big or small, by sending us an email at 
pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au  
 
If you would like to be a sponsor or donate prizes we would also like to hear from you. 
 
To find out more about the 2020 Spring Fair come along to the next P&F meeting on Wednesday 
13 November 2019 at 7pm in the School Library. 
 
Thank you in advance for your help and support.  We can’t wait to hear from you! 
 
 
The Holy Spirit P&F Committee 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET 
 

P&F meeting on 
Wednesday 13th 

November at 7pm in the 
school library. 

 
 

mailto:pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au


Australian representatives at 

 9 OLYMPIC GAMES  
 8 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS       
 7 COMMONWEALTH GAMES 
WE INTEND TO CONTINUE THE 
TRADITION. 

NEW SQUAD PROGRAM  

AT QLD’S OLDEST SWIMMING CLUB 

 

 

 

 
OUR 

SQUADS 

 
 

Ability 

 
Sessions 
per week 

 
Monthly 
price* 

Junior 

7 – 11y.o. 

50m Freestyle, Backstroke 
and Breaststroke; 25m 
Butterfly. 

5 $65 

Intermediate 

10 – 14y.o. 

200m Freestyle; 100m 
Backstroke and 
Breaststroke; 50m Butterfly; 
200m Individual Medley. 

 

6 

 

$75 

Senior 

12y.o.& over 

Experienced competitive 
swimmers targeting State 
and National 
Championships. 

9 $105 

Head Coach Len Sterlin 
 Bachelor Degree in  

PE & Sports and 

Swimming Coaching 

 Decades of international 

experience 

 Coach of Age National 

medalists and State 

Champions, Open 

National finalist, 

Commonwealth Games 

Trials qualifier, School 

National Champions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
0404 753 119 

coach@commercial-swimming.org.au  

OUR VISION: 
Provide best training in Brisbane by 
emphasising deliberate practice, technique, 
inspiration, innovative coaching, 
sportsmanship and individualisation in a 
balanced environment of fun and hard work. 

OUR MISSION: 
 Increase self-confidence, 

independence, emotional 

control, and trust in one’s 

abilities. 

 Teach young people to 

set goals, cope with 

failure by 

persevering until 

we achieve our individual 

and team goals.  

 Educate on solidarity 

and respect for 

teammates and 

competitors. 

 Improve social skills and 

physical and mental 

health.  

OUR VALUES: 

 Pride 
 Loyalty 
 Self-discipline 
 Team 

OUR HOME POOL: 
Valley Pool 

432 Wickham St. 
Fortitude Valley 

*Valley Pool entrance fee not included. 

Assessment times: Monday to Friday 3:30 – 5:30 PM at the Valley Pool 
Please contact Len Sterlin to arrange your assessment or training times 

mailto:coach@commercial-swimming.org.au


Vacancy- Casual School Crossing Supervisor 

 

 

A position exists for a Casual School Crossing Supervisor at Holy Spirit New Farm. 

 

The School Crossing Supervisor may be required to work five days per fortnight in all 

weather conditions.  The hours of work for the School Crossing Supervisor are  

1 hour and 15mins a day and comprises 45 minutes in the morning and 30 minutes in the 

afternoon. 

 

Current crossing time:  7:55am – 8:40am and 2:50pm – 3:20pm 

 

The current rate of pay is $30.34 per hour. 

 

Commencement of work for the successful applicant is dependent on: 

 

• The favourable outcome of a health assessment. 

• A Positive Notice Blue Card (you do not need to have a blue card to apply for the 

position) 

 

Closing date for applications: asap 

 

Completed applications should be returned to: 

 

The Principal 

Holy Spirit New Farm 

36 Villiers Street 

NEW FARM   QLD   4005 

 


