
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

Currently there is a group of students from Year 2-6 (Playground Design Committee) investigating the possibility of adding 
line marking to the bitumen driveway, undercover area and the Prep pathways.  After meeting with a representative from 
Edumarking, the committee explored numerous ideas and made decisions they believed would be suitable for students in 
Year 1-6.  This week the committee members have presented the ideas from this company to each class in the school and 
are seeking feedback. 
 
Here’s their suggestions: 
 
An activity track would be installed around the perimeter of the bitumen area (including hopscotch): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handball courts would be installed in the undercover area: 

 

 

 

A sensory path would be added to the paths within the Prep playground 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights this week: 

The Lunchbox Nutritionist 

Teachers at Professional Learning 

Zone 6 Swimming Carnival 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1, Week 6, 5 March 2020 

The Lunchbox Nutritionist 

If you’ve missed Abbey’s lunchbox nutrition session you can 

contact her here: abbey@thelunchboxnutritionist.com.au  

Or if you are looking for healthy lunchbox inspiration you can 

can find Abbey on Instagram 

www.instagram.com/the.lunchbox.nutritionist 

 

mailto:abbey@thelunchboxnutritionist.com.au
http://www.instagram.com/the.lunchbox.nutritionist


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 MARCH 

6 Zone 6 Swimming 

Carnival. 

Assembly: Year 1S, 

8.35am 

11 Board Meeting, 6pm 

P & F Meeting, 7pm 

12  Year 1 Class Mass, 

9am 

13 Assembly: 8.35am 

16-

17 

Parent Teacher 

Interviews 

18 Cross Country Training 

Finishes 

20 Assembly: Year 2S 

School Disco 

24 School Cross Country; 

Yrs 2-6 New Farm 

Park, 9am 

Prep-Yr 1 HSS, 2pm 

25 School Photos  

27 Assembly: 8.35am 

  

Please send your feedback regarding these suggestions to pnefnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au 

and include: ATTENTION: Playground Design Committee.   

The committee members include: Sam (MS), Camille (MS), Nico (MS),  Lucia (MS),  Flynn (4H), 

Harrison (4H), Sterling (4H), Andrea (4H), Arabella (4S), Danyella (4H), Joseph (2H), George (2H),  

With every good wish, 

Kim 

Teachers at Professional Learning 

Last night teachers from HSS joined with teachers from St Joseph’s School, Bardon for a 
professional learning session facilitated by Dr Peta Goldburg.  The focus of the session was: What 
do the Jewish Pilgrim Festivals have to do with Christian Easter?  This presentation focused on 
the three pilgrim festivals of Judaism (Sukkot, Pesach and Shavuot) and engaged participants in a 
series of teaching and learning activities to assist them to teach about the Festivals and how they 
relate to Holy Week in the Christian calendar.   

Today we have a number of teachers attending professional learning presented by literacy 

consultant, David Hornsby – “David is passionate about early childhood education and ensuring 

that young students experience success, as well as the joy of learning. He is disturbed by the 

current push, mostly by non-educators who have never taught a class of children to read and write, 

towards robotic, mechanical, joyless methodologies which are one-size-fits-all recipes for turning 

kids off learning.” 

Zone 6 Swimming Carnival 
Wishing our school swimming team the best of luck as they compete in the “Zone 6 Medium 
Schools Carnival” at Stafford Heights State School tomorrow.   
 
News from the Primary Learning Leader 

Last Thursday evening, I joined Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Williams and Ms. McCristal at St Joseph’s Bardon 
to partake in a collaborative planning process facilitated by one of the pioneers of inquiry based 
learning, Kath Murdoch. With over 30 years experience in education, Kath is known for her work 
in the field of inquiry. 
This professional learning opportunity allowed us to work with teams from St Joseph’s Bardon 
and St Ambrose’s Toowong to develop an inquiry for students in year 5 and 6 focussed on the 
History and Social Sciences Curriculum. Throughout the process it was great to see not only the 
commitment our teachers have to guiding students to success, but also the depth of knowledge 
we have at our disposal. 
One aspect of inquiry based learning that stood out to me was the focus on building learning 
assets that nurture skills and dispositions for lifelong learning. The inquiry approach frames 5 
learning assets for the classroom that equip students for life beyond school. 
Students are… 

• Researchers- Curious, Courageous, Resourceful 

• Thinkers- Open-minded, Flexible, Persistent 

• Collaborators- Empathic, Compassionate, Reliable 

• Self-managers- Resilient, Responsible, Reflective 

• Communicators- Confident, Responsive, Respectful 
 
It was particularly refreshing to know that these learning assets have long been a priority at Holy 
Spirit. Our vision for Teaching and Learning states that “Learning is connected to the world we live 
in.”  
School-wide initiatives such as Program Achieve and the Positive Behaviour for Learning 
framework, along with our growth mindset approach, focus on developing in students the skills 
to think, collaborate, communicate, research and self-manage successfully both at school and in 
life outside of Holy Spirit.  
Regards, Troy Giess 

mailto:pnefnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au


 

Invito – From the AP-RE 

Project Compassion – Week 2’s story – Phany from Cambodia 

This week we continue the amazing stories of those whose have been transformed 

through the support of Project Compassion and your generosity. 

This is a story about Phany (pronounced par-nee) – a mother, wife and talented farmer  

living in a beautiful rural village in western Cambodia. Phany’s dream was to stay at  

home in her village raising chickens and growing vegetables and, with the support of Caritas Australia and the 

Environment Protection and Development Organisation (EPDO), this dream has now come true.  

In 2016, Phany joined the Upholding Community Dignity Together program, run by Caritas Australia and EPDO. 
Through the program, Phany learnt new farming techniques, such as drip irrigation – which delivers water 
slowly, drip by drip, to the base of the plants so that none of it is wasted. Simple water saving techniques like 
this have made a huge difference. Phany has learnt to grow a variety of vegetable crops, and is also raising 
chickens and ducks, just like she’d dreamed.  

Phany is a role model for other farmers and an inspiration to her community. She can now earn enough money 
from farming all year round and no longer needs to travel to the city to find extra work. Her family can now 
afford a small house, they have enough food and clothes, and can afford to send their daughter to school. “I am 
proud that I was a farmer who had no skills and now I can earn and improve my living, share my knowledge and 
also improve solidarity in the family and amongst our neighbours,” Phany says.  
Visit the website to read more - https://lent.caritas.org.au 

Year 6 – Water Challenge  - WHY WALK FOR WATER? 
Over 50% of the children currently in hospital around the world are there simply  
because they don’t have access to clean water.   They don’t have taps in their houses, 
or even in their villages – some have to walk up to 7km each day just to find clean  
water. Every day they are challenged to find clean water.  By showing solidarity with  
children in the developing world, you’ll learn an important lesson about water.  

Year 6 are undertaking the Water Challenge and will share more about this next week. 

Lenten Prayer Group 

Our Lenten Prayer Group will meet tomorrow at 2pm in the Staff Room.  All are welcome to come along. 

International Women's Day - 8 March 

This Friday we honour women of all times and places. 

Bless all women who daily strive to bring peace to their communities, their homes and their 

hearts. Give them strength to continue their good work. Amen 

Spirit Fire 

Next Thursday and Friday Mrs Ryan and I will attend our Sprit Fire Retreat Days at Santa Teresa, Ormiston. The vision for 

Catching Fire is the personal and professional transformation of individuals and communities.  Catching Fire Staff 

Formation is designed as a targeted approach to formation within school communities.  We provide a catalyst for 

animating the whole school staff community.  We look forward to sharing our reflections with you. 

Thank you to Year 4 for leading us so prayerfully at Mass. 

Have a great week, God Bless, Sue Williams, AP-RE 

https://lent.caritas.org.au/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/


 

 

 

 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 
 

PREP S Lucy H Fantastic effort you put into everything you do. 
 William K Always being respectful and ready to listen. 
PREP H Tyra T Always looking after classroom property. 
  Monty L Your insightful explanations of your thinking in maths routines. 
YEAR 1S Khai P Amazing listening and consistently following instructions. 
  Isla H Being a clear role model for your peers. 

YEAR 1H Lucia L The manner in which you assist both teachers and peers. 
  Hector H Your attention to detail when illustrating your writing. 
YEAR 2H Hugo W Amazing work when tackling writing tasks. 
  Georgina W The way you conduct yourself across all learning areas. 
YEAR 2S Rosaria J Consistently trying her best and being an active listener. 
  Peter J Being resilient and persisting with his writing goals. 
YEAR 3S Khloe D Your amazing contributions during our Science discussions.  
  Penelope R Working tough to complete your sentences. 
YEAR 3H Isabelle C Persistence and effort with your learning. 
 Chase S Taking responsibility for his own actions. 
YEAR 4S Balthasar  F Improved focus and effort during classroom activities. 
  Rebecca M Making valuable contributions during literacy activities. 
YEAR 4H Danyella C Your great determination and positive learning behaviours. 
  Teddy M Your continued effort in all learning areas. 
MS S Matilda M Making productive choices socially and academically. 
 Louisa W Trying her hardest in all learning areas. 
MS H Elizah B Engaging enthusiastically during our writing tasks. 
 Marcello P Working tough during Word Study. 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER: 

FRIDAY 6 MARCH 2020 

Wed Ordering:  Maria Ganim                    Wed Prep:          Beata Szolnokine/ Lara Saloum/  

                                                                                                      Bridget Cassimatis/ Renae Davie      

Shop Order        Renae Davie                      Friday Label:      Alison Hedditch 

Sushi Pick up:    Amanda Pham                  Duty Leader:      Gloria Pena 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 

Katherine Khoury, Lisa Cavallucci, Rebecca Venables, Caitlyn Lancashire, Kate George, Robyn Whiting,  

Gisella Giufre 

FRIDAY 13 March 2020 

Wed Ordering:  Therese Selfridge             Wed Prep:         Beata Szolnokine/ Lara Saloum/ 

       Bridget Cassimatis/ Renae Davie      

Shop Order:       Madonna Duffy                Friday Label:     Kim Freeman  

Sushi Pick up:    Martina Whistler              Duty Leader:     Sarah Doneley 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 

Fiona Keys, Marco Alencar, Katie Dall, Bong Sun Park, Basem Khouri, Louise Bezzina 

 

 



 
School Clean Up Day 

 
Clean Up Australia Day was last Sunday 1 March and Holy 
Spirit School was one of 1000s of schools across the country 
was involved in “School Clean Up Day” last Friday (28 
February). 
 
The Schools Clean Up Day was a great way to inspire our 
students to learn about the impact of rubbish on their local 
environment while playing an active role in their community.  

 
It was a great opportunity for our children and teachers to work together 
to clean up around our school grounds as part of our commitment to 
sustainability and cleaner, healthier school environment. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Helping to build your child's confidence in Maths! 
 
Come and hear our special guest speaker and HSS Primary Learning Leader, Troy Giess, explain how 
you can help your kids learn to love maths next Wednesday, 11 March, at 7 pm following the 
school's P&F meeting. 
 
The P&F has organised Troy Giess to provide insights into the school's numeracy/mathematics 
program. Some of the points he will cover in the session include:  
 

• Shifting mindsets about Mathematics 
• The purpose of numeracy and mathematics in education. 
• Numeracy and mathematics at Holy Spirit School. 
• How to help your children at home. 

 
This session will be an excellent opportunity for parents to get first-hand information into this vital 
subject in our children's learning. Its something you don't want to miss. 
 
The meeting will be held in the school library at 7 pm on Wednesday 11 March. We hope you can 
be there.  

If you would like more information about the P&F or have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
send us an email at pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au 

 
 
 



Call out for Volunteers for Election Day BBQ  
 
Just a reminder that Holy Spirit School has been selected as a polling location 
for the upcoming Local Government elections on Saturday 28 March.  This 
has provided us with a great fundraising opportunity for the school with an 
election day BBQ and home bake stall.  
 
Thank you to all of you who have already responded to the call out for help but we are in need of so 
many more volunteers.  
 
We still need a coordinator for the day. We are also in need of home bakers, and more people to help 
with the set up and working the BBQ and bake stall. 
 
If you can help in anyway please go visit the volunteer signup link at https://volunteersignup.org/DCAPP 
and register to help out. 

 

 

https://volunteersignup.org/DCAPP


 



Op Shop Ball
Friday 29th May 2020 

commencing 7.00pm
at Holy Spirit School Hall

NB: Dress must be from an Op Shop!

Join Holy Spirit School for our 90th Anniversary



















 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Workshops 1&2 
Penance 

March 14th  , Saturday, 4pm – 5.30pm 
inside the church 

(followed by the Vigil Mass at 6pm) 

or 
March 15th,  Sunday, 10.45am– 12.15pm 
                           inside the church 

(following the Family Mass at 9.30am) 
 

Please note the following: 

1. We encourage all the families to attend the Mass following or before 

the scheduled workshops. Mass attendance sheets (with at least four 

weekends signed by the priests) will be collected on or before April 5 

after the 9.30am Mass.  

2. All candidates and their parent/guardian are required to attend one 

Workshop for 1&2. 

3. Please ensure to have completed Weeks 1 and 2 of the preparation 

book. Books are available for pick up from the parish office.  

 

Thank you! 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

SPECIAL 
Information Session & 

Rite of Enrolment 
for   

Sacrament of Penance 
Special Information Session  
7th March, Saturday, 4pm  

at the Parish Meeting Room 

followed by the Special Rite of Enrolment  

at the 6pm Mass 
 

Please email the parish office at newfarm@bne.catholic.net .au  
if you are able to come. 

Thank you! 
 


