
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

I write to you today with a plea for attention to safety during the afternoon pickup routine.  In recent weeks there has been a decline 
in safety and following road rules around our school.  This unsafe behaviour endangers the lives of students, families, other road users 
and neighbours.   Cars banked up in Brunswick Street, cars pulling into bus zones, cars driving on the wrong side of the road, cars 
blocking driveways and cars nosing into the pick-up line from parking spots is causing serious safety issues.  Please DO NOT park across 
the driveways of our neighbours.  This is inconsiderate and embarrassing when they are needing to leave their homes for appointments 
or to pick up their own children. 
If you are unable to move into the pickup line you are required to drive around the block before attempting to pick up once again. 
Please follow the directions of staff and move to the front of the line before stopping to allow your child/children to enter the car.   
Police and the Brisbane City Council Infringement Officers will be patrolling our school to ensure our students are kept safe and to 
ensure that drivers are following all road rules. 
 
With every good wish, Kim  
 
Novel Coronavirus – cancellation of school disco 
As you are aware, information and updates are being provided regarding our response to Covid 19.  Unfortunately due to the additional 
risks we have made the decision to cancel the Term 1 Disco.  To ensure the children still have an opportunity of some fun and dancing, 
the P & F will fund the DJ for an in-school disco for the last hour of the day next Friday.  Children are invited to wear “coloured clothes” 
on this day. 
Please note this is our procedure for non-uniform days as outlined in the school handbook: 

• Closed in shoes or school sandals which are suitable for running 

• Clothing which covers the full torso 

• Dresses/shorts to be to mid-thigh length 

• Full sun hats or school hats 
 
Children not complying may be asked to: 

• Return home and change clothing to suit the policy or  

• Wear clothing provided at the school which does comply or  

• Be refused the privilege in future 
PREP and Middle School Explorations 
Following the reading of “Rosie Revere Engineer” by Andrea Beaty, Prep & MS students created Rosie-Coptors.  Students were 
challenged to change their creations to speed up or slow down the “coptors”.  See some of the photos below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights this week: 

Novel Coronavirus 

Prep & Middle School Explorations 

Parent & Friends Donations to the school 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 MARCH 

13 Assembly: 8.35am 

16-

17 

Parent Teacher 

Interviews 

18 Cross Country Training 

Finishes 

20 Coloured Clothes Day 

Assembly: Year 2S 

24 School Cross Country; 

Yrs 2-6 New Farm 

Park, 9am 

Prep-Yr 1 HSS, 2pm 

25 School Photos  

27 Assembly: 8.35am 

 APRIL 

3 Assembly: 3S & 3H, 

8.35am 

Last day of term 1 

Parents & Friends donations to the school 
The ongoing contributions from the P & F to the school are significant and make an enormous difference 
to the school.  I am aware that some parents are unable to attend the P & F meeting and the following 
information is provided to give you an indication of the financial contribution. 

 
From the Primary Learning Leader 
Last night I had the chance to speak to members of the parent community on the subject mathematics 
and numeracy. The focus of the presentation was to inform parents about the how and why of 
mathematics and numeracy at Holy Spirit School, and to outline how this understanding assists in 
implementing an approach to mathematics and numeracy at home. 
Brisbane Catholic Education has developed a framework that underpins the effective learning and 
teaching of mathematics. Following this framework approach, mathematics and numeracy at HSS is 
planned with the intention of supporting students to make connections between, and transfer and apply 
mathematical concepts.  
The four key dimensions are: 

1. Foster engagement and develop mathematical mindsets. 
2. Build procedural fluency through conceptual understanding.  
3. Provide multiple learning opportunities that promote problem solving and reasoning. 
4. Engage with and apply mathematics in real world contexts. 

 
The above dimensions allow students to first gain surface level understanding and cultivate a 
mathematical mindset. They then develop a deeper understanding of concepts that assist in using their 
knowledge to solve problems and reason. Finally, and the aim for mathematical teaching and learning, 
students achieve transfer knowledge and have the ability to use their mathematical understanding as 
numerate individuals. 
A question that was raised regarding this approach was about the value of memorising “times tables” 
through wrote learning and repetition. There is validity in building surface level knowledge through 
these visual representations, however, the focus is to develop numerate individuals with the ability to 
transfer their knowledge to useful, real world contexts 
Herein lies the beauty of approaching mathematics in this manner. Children are continually challenged 
in their learning and are provided the opportunity to develop skills that prepare them for the reality 
they face as they move through their years of school and into later life.  
If you would like further information regarding the teaching and learning at Holy Spirit feel free to 
contact me via email. troy.giess@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Regards, Troy Giess 
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Invito – From the AP-RE 

Tonight I’m writing my newsletter from the beautiful Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, where I have joined in 
prayer with those who have walked the Catching Fire journey with myself and Mrs Ryan over the last three years. 
The next two days will be spent in prayerful silence and contemplation on the Grace of Transformation. This 
spiritual journey, is a journey that has gifted me blessings in my own personal spiritual growth as well as the 
opportunity to build a connection with others in a very deep and meaningful way. It has also led us to enact 
elements of this journey in our school community.  Know that you will be in my prayers over the next two days. 
I’d like to share the prayer we finished with tonight – Prayer of St Therese of Lisieux. 

May today there be peace within. 
May you trust that you are exactly where you are meant to be. 

May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith in yourself and others. 
May you use the gifts that you have received, 

And pass on the love that has been given to you. 
May you be content with yourself just the way you are. 

Let this knowledge settle into your bones, 
And allow your soul the freedom 
To sing, dance, praise and love. 

It is there for each and every one of us. 
 

Project Compassion – Week 3 
Father of four, Barry, embodies resilience and strength. Growing up in a tough  
environment, he had to look inside himself to make the right choices for himself and 
his family.  
Barry, a Gamilaroi man originally from western NSW, remembers his early years as a 
time of enormous hardship. He didn’t have a stable home or support network and  
was mostly brought up by his grandparents. He became a father in his late teens and 
was suddenly faced with responsibilities for which he wasn’t ready.  

Barry, and others like him, were able to take part in Red Dust Healing – a cultural  

healing program, which encourages participants to examine their own personal hurt and allows them to heal 

from within.  

Today, thanks to the Red Dust Healing program, Barry is an inspirational father to his four girls and a respected 

leader in his community. He now facilitates Red Dust Healing workshops and helps others through their healing 

process. A brighter future for men, women and their families can start today. Let’s Go Further, Together. 

Ks for Caritas 

We’re up to Week 7 in our Ks for Caritas fundraising. We’ve had lots of children come along each Friday 

morning to join in our laps on the Lower Flat. If you’d like to come along and join us head to the Lower Flat 

Friday morning at 8am.  Remember to bring along your booklet to be stamped! 

Sacred Singing 

Each Wednesday we come together in hall at 8.30am for Sacred Singing. This is another opportunity to have prayer of a 

different kind, the prayer of song.  If you’d like to stay and join in our song you’d be most welcome. Have a conversation at 

home about Sacred Singing, the children could teach you the songs that we practise each week. 

Thank you to Year 1 for leading Mass today. 

Have a great week, God Bless, Sue Williams, AP-RE 

 



 

 

 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 
 

PREP S Marcella K Approaching all learning tasks with persistence. 
 Hugo A Being a responsible and safe leaner in the classroom. 
PREP H Louie C Demonstrating great focus in small group work. 
  Everly S Your detailed illustrations of Pig the Grub. 
YEAR 1S Evie W Showing respectful behaviours in the classroom. 
  Karl C Demonstrating his understanding of Maths concepts. 

YEAR 1H Eliana W Consistently listening and following directions. 
  Connor G Making a tremendous effort to listen attentively. 
YEAR 2H Ain K The quality of presentation of your work. 
  Joseph H Your kind and caring nature.  You are a delight to have in 2H. 
YEAR 2S Lachlan C Working tough to complete your personal recount. 
  Olivia H Making valuable contributions to our class discussions. 
YEAR 3S Robert C Completing home tasks with care and detail. 
  Arthur K Demonstrating deep understanding of concepts. 
YEAR 3H Zahra M Expressing her ideas clearly using topic related vocabulary. 
 Ruby B Excellent application with homework tasks. 
YEAR 4S Celia K Your beautifully presented health homework. 
  Sophie W The positive way that you contribute to class discussions. 
YEAR 4H Lucia W Consistent effort and focus in all classroom learning. 
  Isaac M His excellent focus and contributions to class learning. 
MS S Camille F Always being willing to volunteer her time to help others 
 Alice G Always trying her hardest during maths. 
MS H Kyna T The maturity you’ve shown as a leader at Holy Spirit. 
 Georgia H Giving your best in all areas of learning. 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER: 

FRIDAY 13 March 2020 

Wed Ordering:  Therese Selfridge             Wed Prep:          Beata Szolnokine/ Lara Saloum/  

                                                                                                       Bridget Cassimatis/ Renae Davie      

Shop Order:       Madonna Duffy                Friday Label:     Kim Freeman  

Sushi Pick up:    Martina Whistler              Duty Leader:      Sarah Doneley 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 

Fiona Keys, Marco Alencar, Katie Dall, Bong Sun Park, Basem Khouri, Louise Bezzina, Shelly Pearson 

FRIDAY 20 March 2020 

Wed Ordering:  Michelle Asplin                 Wed Prep:          Beata Szolnokine/ Lara Saloum/  

                                                                                                       Bridget Cassimatis/ Renae Davie      

Shop Order       Miranda Seeney                Friday Label:      Alison Heddtich 

Sushi Pick up:   Christine Smith                 Duty Leader:      Shelly Pearson 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 

Garima Singh, Nikki Accornero, Nicole de Pasquale, Kiki Sinclair, Rebecca Venables, Raman Sidhu 

 

 

 



Holy Spirit School P&F Meeting Update 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended this month’s P&F Meeting. We had a great roll-up of parents. 

A special thank you goes out to HSS Primary Learning Leader, Troy Giess, for providing insights into 

the school's numeracy/mathematics program. Troy is an amazing and engaging teacher and 

everyone learnt so much on how we can motivate our kids, and help them, enjoy and developing a 

positive mathematical mindset. 

 

Troy helped us, as parents, understand how to: 

• Shift our children’s, and our own, mindset about Mathematics 

• The value and purpose numeracy and mathematics has in our children’s education at school 

and in life. 

• How numeracy and mathematics is taught and valued at Holy Spirit School. 

• How we as parents can help our children at home to practice what they are learning at 

school and apply in a real-world context. 

 

Our Principal Kim Davis gave an update on the school activities covering our strong catholic identity; 

excellent learning and teaching; and building a sustainable future.  

 
Last night attendees at the meeting ratified the following commitments to our school: 

• AV equipment - to replace the outdated set up within the hall with some high-quality 

equipment that will meet the schools needs and be fit for purpose for the teachers to use.   

• Also looking to add in sound towers to help those children who have hearing challenges to 

also fully participate in functions in the hall.  

• BBQ covers - minuscule outlay in order to protect from elements and maintain the longevity 

of these important sausage sizzle equipment!  

• Additional set of gates further down the driveway to act as a safety barrier for our children 

and demarcate the end of the official play zone (and keeping the play zone out of reach from 

any vehicles using the school). Aligning style to our heritage buildings.  

 

The P&F also confirmed the ongoing annual donations to support book week activities, numeracy 

and literacy additional resources and support for the Year 6 Canberra trip.  

 

There will be no P&F meeting next month because of the Easter and Term break. The next P&F 

meeting will be on in two months on Wednesday, 13 May, at 7 pm in the school library. Look out for 

more information in future newsletter updates for details on this next meeting. 

 

If you would like more information about the P&F or have any questions or suggestions, please do 

not hesitate to send us an email at pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au. 
 



 
 
 
The countdown is on……with only 7 months until the Holy Spirit School Spring Fair the 
planning is underway. Thank you to everyone who has registered their interest to help with 
the preparation for the Fair. The Committee is currently organising its working groups and 
will be reaching out to volunteers in the coming weeks. 
 
Funds raised from the 2018 Spring Fair has helped contribute to school infrastructure, 
learning and development tools for the school. They have included: Wellbeing/prayer 
garden (behind Year 1 classrooms), robotics equipment, MacBooks/iPad purchases and a 
commercial dishwasher for the tuckshop. A commitment has also been made to contribute 
to the playground markings, additional gate for driveway area, installation of LED lighting 
and upgrade of the speaker/IT system in the hall.  All of these projects have been made 
possible because of fundraising support and will make a direct impact on the students in our 
school. 
 
Sponsorship opportunities 
A very big thank you to Ray White New Farm, especially Matt Lancashire and Haesley Cush, 
for their continued generosity and for coming on board, again, as the major sponsor for the 
2020 Spring Fair.   
 
There is so many other sponsor opportunities at this year’s Spring Fair. If you would like to 
get involved as a sponsor or donate items to raise funds for the Fair, please let us know. 
 
The P&F and Spring Fair Committee are currently working together with the school to 
determine where the 2020 Spring Fair revenue will provide the best opportunities for the 
students of Holy Spirit School. 
 
International Food Stalls 
Holy Spirit School is a multicultural community and every Spring Fair we have had enjoyed 
tastes from around the world.  If any parents are interested in showcasing their culture and 
family heritage, and would like to run an international cuisine stall, we want to hear from 
you. We would love to celebrate the diverse culture of our community through great food.  
 
We will keep you updated over the next few weeks with more information about the 
planning for this year’s Spring Fair and announcements on our 2020 sponsorship program. 
 

To make contact with the Spring Fair Committee for sponsorship, donations, food stalls or 
anything at all please email  pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 

SUNDAY 
13 September 

2020 
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Holy Spirit Parish Request 

 

“We need your palms please”  

Our church needs your palm fronds or olive 

tree branches for Palm Sunday.  

Please place your donations in the boxes 

outside the parish office on  

Saturday, 4th  April, before 2pm.  

We are also seeking volunteers to help us 

decorate our beautiful church with palms, 

from 2pm-3pm on Saturday 4 April.  

Many thanks! 

 
 


