
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Term 2, Week 7, 4 June 2020 

Parents/Caregivers, 
Last week you would have read that we are moving to Three-way Conferences for reporting 
on student progress.  As with new initiatives, it will take time to get use to this form of  
reporting.  The process is fluid and we will modify, review and enhance our processes each 
year.  While it is new for us, it is not a new educational idea.  Many schools have been  
conducting student focussed reporting for many years.  The Three-way Conference aims to  
achieve goals including: 

• Students demonstrating evidence of their learning 

• Students reflecting and self-evaluating 

• Students developing oral communication skills  

• Parents, students and teachers engaging in an honest conversation about the  
learning 

• Increasing parent understanding about your child’s learning 
 
Three-way conferences move away from a one-way transfer of information (from teacher to parent) to a conversation where 
the student takes a significant role in sharing learning progress. 
 
During the final weeks of the term, teachers will work with all students to select work samples  
and develop reflections to share during the three-way conferences.  This reporting is scheduled 
in Week 3 of Term 3. We are awaiting government and health department advice which will  
guide whether these meetings will be held onsite at school or via TEAMS.  A reminder that  
Semester 1 report cards will be issued in Week 2 of Term 3.  
 
Thank you for your continuing positive response to the arrangements currently in place at our  
school. 
 
With every good wish, Kim 
 
90th Birthday – Church and School 
This week Holy Spirit church celebrated 90 years. On the 7th July the school celebrates 90 years of Catholic education in New 
Farm.  Commencing in a room in the then Mass Centre, the Sisters of Mercy welcomed 26 boys and 53 girls from the 
surrounding suburbs.  While our ‘Op Shop Ball’ and Open Day had to be cancelled, 90 years is worth celebrating and honouring.  
In celebrating we give thanks to the parish community which saw the need for a Catholic School.   As is the story in most 
Catholic schools the community went about securing donations to build the school and raised the 4000 pounds needed for 
construction.  The main building of our school, which we still use today, was constructed in 1937, seven years after the school 
first opened.  We look forward to celebrating this milestone on a future occasion. 
Assembly 
Last week we held our first HSS virtual assembly via TEAMS.  While it was different not having the whole school gather in one 
place, the feedback from classes and students around the school was positive.  Congratulations to the “Organisation 
Committee” who in addition to hosting their first assembly also managed the technology in an accomplished way.   
School Jumpers 
In recent days the Brisbane winter mornings have certainly become cooler, and many children are arriving to school in jumpers.  
Following first break or even morning activities, children discard jumpers and in the excitement of play forget where they 
placed them.  Please, please, please name all items of clothing especially jumpers.  This enables us to return them to the 
owners quickly and easily and continues our tradition of not having a ‘lost property’ basket at HSS. 
Survey 
Thank you to everyone for the feedback you provided on the recent survey.  Your contributions provide valuable insights into 
how we progress our school. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

From the APRE 
Over the weekend Holy Spirit School and Church were 
going to celebrate 90th birthdays. While we are all 
disappointed that the planned celebrations could not 
go ahead, we can still reflect on the history of this 
great school and what makes it such a wonderful 
place to learn and work for teachers and students.  
 
New Farm was certainly a very different place back in 
the 1930s. A rural community that was growing.  The 
Mercy Sisters arrived to establish Holy Spirit School in 
the house that was previously used as the mass 
centre. Foundation Principal, Sr Mary Benigna ran 
classes out of the mass centre until the new double 
story school building was erected to take its place. 
This building still takes prominence in our school 
today, housing our office and administration section, 
along with our Year 2 and 3 classrooms.  
 
The Mercy sisters have a long history of establishing 
health and educational institutions throughout the 
world. Catherine McAuley founded this religious order 
in Ireland in 1831. She recognised the needs of those 
who were marginalised and oppressed by the unjust 
social attitudes and practices of the day. She 
responded by establishing a House of Mercy in Dublin 
which provided educational, religious and social 
services for women and children who were at risk of 
homelessness through exploitation and entrenched 
poverty. 
 
From these humble beginnings, more sisters joined 
Catherine’s call. Today the Sisters of Mercy are 
present in over 40 countries, serving in a multitude of 
ministries with an ever- growing group of Associates, 
volunteers and partners in ministry, all continuing in 
the spirit of Catherine McAuley. 
 
While the Mercy sisters have now left our school, we 
still hold strong links with the Mercy tradition. This 
charism forms a strong part of our Catholic identity 
and we strive to make the mission of Catherine 
McAuley and the Mercy sisters a daily reality here at 
Holy Spirit. We are excited to be in the process of 
constructing a new prayer/wellbeing space in our 
school with a Mercy theme. A statue of Catherine 
McAuley will take prominence in this space as a 
constant reminder of our call to serve and be the best 
we can be for all in our community.  
 
In the words of Catherine McAuley, ‘We should be 
shining lamps giving light to all around us”.  
 
Have a great week. 
 
Oliver 
 

From the PLL 
Parents play a vital role in 3-way conferences and 
your attendance and engagement make a big 
difference to how your child feels about the 
process. There are clearly defined roles for 
students, teachers, and parents, and how closely 
each party follows these roles contributes to the 
overall success of the conference. 
 
Students will be sharing a sample, or samples, of 
work with you, that they feel demonstrates their 
strengths as a learner. Your child will also share 
with you some areas for growth and 
improvement both for that work sample and for 
their learning in general. 
 
Teachers will work with students in class to select 
these samples and prepare for the presentation. 
It is important that the process is valued as a 
conversation about their learning and that you 
focus on the attributes that they feel have made 
them achieve success, or that they can work 
towards moving forward. 
 
When teachers allocate marks to students they 
are reporting on your child’s learning as it is 
related to the curriculum that they are expected 
to achieve by the end of the school year. This is 
something to be mindful of when both looking at 
your child’s report card and during the 3-way 
conferences. The work sample will be presented 
to you along with a learning progression visual 
that demonstrates your child’s progress in 
relation to the curriculum. 
 
Your role during the conference is primarily to 
listen and then respond to your child’s reflection 
on their learning through the presentation of 
their work sample. You can assist the teacher in 
encouraging your child to continue sharing. After 
you have engaged in the learning conversation 
with your child and their teacher, you will work 
together to set a learning goal moving forward. 
This learning goal will be used in class and is a 
great way to check-in with your child as to how 
they feel about their learning at home. 
 
We will continue to provide information on 3-way 
conferences in future newsletter editions. 
 
Troy Giess 



 

 

 

STUDENT VOICE 
WHAT HAS CHANGED IN OUR SCHOOL 

SINCE WE RETURNED? 

Esther - Something we are 
doing at school to respond to 
COVID-19 is washing our hands 
before lunch and after lunch 
and always before and after we 
eat.   

Joseph – At lunchtime we are 
only playing in the multicourt 
with the Year 1s.   

Arabella –For buddies we have 
been making paper planes and 
flying them down to our Year 1 
buddies.  Then the year 1s 
created messages on fish and 
we cast a fishing line over the 
balcony to get the fish.  This is 

because we can’t visit other 
classrooms at the moment. 

Oliver – We are using 
technology for assembly.  Last 
week the MS students 
presented assembly through 
TEAMS and then the student 
awards were given out in each 
classroom. 

Lucia – We have to play in one 
space and not move into other 
spaces so that we can stop 
cross-contamination. 

Benat – At the moment we 
can’t go to the library and 
instead we are ordering books 
online through OLIVER.  Mr 

Drew then delivers our orders 
to the classroom. 

Krystyna – Every time we walk 
into the classroom we have to 
use hand sanitiser.  Before and 
after lunch we wash our hands. 
We also clean the tables every 
day. 

Zara – We have to be in 
separate playgrounds to Year 1 
and 2.  This is to stop lots of 
germs mixing in different 
spaces. 

Nico – If we get hurt in the 
playground, we use the 
bitumen path to access the 
office and don’t go through all 
areas of the school. We also 
have to lineup in the teachers’ 
carpark at pick up time. 



 

 

 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 
 

PREP S Beatrix L 
Your hardworking attitude and focus when sounding out 
words. 

 Jasper H Your motivated and positive nature in learning. 
PREP H Molly R Your focus and attention during class discussions. 
  Ava Z Your fearless attitude towards learning. 

YEAR 1S Bianca C 
Showing confidence and working tough during class 
discussions. 

  Jackson L Your efforts in following the school expected behaviours. 

YEAR 1H Saskia H A positive approach to all learning tasks. 
  Oliver C The friendly welcome you extend to other Year 1 students. 
YEAR 2H Rafferty L Remaining on task and giving your best to all learning tasks. 
  Evelyn McF Remaining focused and on task.   
YEAR 2S Darcy B Being ready to learn and working tough in all learning areas. 
  Claudia VDS Achieving her writing goals and challenging herself. 
YEAR 3S Bronson C For participating in the English Block with enthusiasm. 
  Penelope R For your positive attitude across all learning this week. 

YEAR 3H 
Marlin N Working hard at developing his oral language skills. 

Ruby B Growing in confidence with presenting her own work. 

YE AR 4S Charlotte D 
Committed effort when participating our run to the centre of 
Australia. 

  Harrison O’C Being a positive role model to your peers. 
YEAR 4H Grace K Positive mindset that you use in Maths. 
  Skye S Being an active participant during out Go Zen session. 
MS S Flynn N A settled beginning to Term 2 in the classroom. 
 Olive C For always trying her best in learning tasks. 
MS H Gabriela VDS Always kindly offering assistance to her peers when required. 
 Sam F Always being organised and ready to learn. 

Vacancy- Casual School Crossing Supervisor 

A position exists for a Casual School Crossing Supervisor at Holy Spirit New Farm. 
 
The School Crossing Supervisor may be required to work five days per fortnight in all weather conditions.  The 
hours of work for the School Crossing Supervisor are  
1 hour and 15mins a day and comprises 45 minutes in the morning and 30 minutes in the afternoon. 
 
Current crossing time:  7:55am – 8:40am and 2:50pm – 3:20pm 
The current rate of pay is $30.34 per hour. 
Commencement of work for the successful applicant is dependent on: 

• The favourable outcome of a health assessment. 

• A Positive Notice Blue Card (you do not need to have a blue card to apply for the position) 
 

Completed applications should be returned to: 
Holy Spirit New Farm 
36 Villiers Street 
NEW FARM   QLD   4005 
 


