
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

 
The ‘Carols on the Green’ is such a wonderful gathering for our school community.  It is 
always lovely to see friends and family catching up to enjoy this special night.  In the  
thank you at the end of the evening I forgot to thank the most important people…our  
students!  The children sang, danced and performed beautifully and I am grateful for  
all their efforts in preparing and being ready for our special night. 
Thank you most sincerely to the teachers and support staff who made this night possible. 
Their efforts at this time of year and extraordinary and I am grateful for all they do to guide and lead our students.  In particular, thank 
you to Mrs Williams and Mr Devitt for all you did to prepare for a great night. 
Thank you to the Prep parents for preparing the “tote bags” filled with dinner which was enjoyed by everyone.  Thank you for 
organising the sale of drinks and candles prior to the carols commencing and for the clean-up and everything else that went into the 
night. 
 
Graduation Liturgy 
Next Monday we will celebrate the educational journey of our Year 6 students.  Everyone is invited to attend the graduation liturgy which 
will be held in the church on Monday evening commencing at 6.00pm.  
 
Volunteers Morning Tea 
Throughout the year we manage to have students involved in many activities, events and experiences.  Many of these opportunities 
would not be possible without the generosity of our volunteers.  Next Wednesday at 9.00am we will gather in the hall to say ‘thank you’ 
to all of the volunteers who have supported our students, staff and school in 2020.  Please encourage anyone in your family to attend 
this special event. 
 
End of Year Liturgy 
All parents and friends are invited to attend the final liturgy for 2019 on Friday 6th December at 11.00am in the church.  Students and 
families concluding their time at Holy Spirit School will be acknowledged during this liturgy.  Following the liturgy children will return to 
their classroom before being dismissed at 12.00 noon for the finish of our school year. 
 
School finishes for 2019 
School concludes at 12.00 noon on 6 December.  Afterschool care will be available from 12.00 noon if you are unable to collect your child.  
Please ensure you have made arrangements before next Friday. 

 
 

From The Primary Learning Leader: Troy Giess 
As this is our last newsletter item for 2019, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your engagement with the content I 
have shared since beginning in this role. It is energising to receive feedback and engage in conversations with many of you on the ideas 
and information I have included in the newsletter.  
In preparation for the holidays teachers will often receive questions around what children should do as “holiday learning”. The number 
one thing students should do in the holidays is to take a break! It is imperative for their mental health and attitude towards school that 
they have time to be kids. 
There are many opportunities for your children to engage in learning activities that provide them the opportunity to explore their 
passions and interests: 

• Read, Read, Read! Let your child experiment with a range of text types, try not to give them boundaries on their choices. If they feel 
like reading a book they have already finished let them go for it!  

• Maths in the context of life! Think of creative ways you to include concepts such as number, measurement, geometry, and patterns 
in holiday activities! For some children holiday learning is like brussels sprouts, you need to hide it wherever you can! 

• Keep a holiday journal. Remember, you don’t want your children to view holiday learning as a chore so encourage them to produce 
a journal in interesting formats. This could be in the form of a comic strip, newspaper, or using an online tool. 

• Build general knowledge through experiences. We learn from the experiences that life presents to us. Museums, The Planetarium, 
and Botanical gardens are wonderful and cost-effective places to visit that will spark curiosity. Also take the time to explore, go for a 
long drive or a coastline walk and talk to your children about what they are noticing and wondering!  
I wish you all a safe and happy holiday period with your family and friends and look forward to working with you all in 2020.  
Troy Giess. 
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Staff at Holy Spirit in 2020 
Principal Kim Davis 

Assistant Principal – RE Sue Williams 

Primary Learning Leader Troy Giess 

Support Teacher Inclusive Education Maureen Burton 

Teacher Librarian/Support Teacher Peter Drew 

PH Gabi Yates 

PS Emily Patroni 

1H Madonna McGreevy 

1S Stephanie Ryan 

2H Brenda Partridge 

2S Renee Di Maggio 

3H Zoey Wicks 

3S Mischelle Devitt 

4H Jeremy Fischer 

4S Holly Oliver 
(Mon-Wed) 

Gina Mooney 
(Thurs-Fri) 

MS H Sue Williams 
(Mon-Wed) 
Troy Giess 
(Thurs-Fri) 

MS S Georgia McCristal 

PE & Sports Coordinator Ze Ferrier 

Art/Drama Georgia Jones 

Music, Violin, Choir, Glee Club Rosemary La Spina 

Chinese TBC 

Guidance Counsellor Maria Kazovsky 
(Tues, Wed, Fri) 

School Secretary Ann-Maree Power 
(Mon-Wed) 

Monique Heck 
(Thurs-Fri) 

Finance Secretary Monique Heck 
(Mon-Wed) 

Mandy Hodge 
(Thurs-Fri) 

Prep School Officers  Tracie Tello 
Agata Nucifora 

Ann-Maree Power 

Library School Officer Tracey Barker 

Workplace Health & Safety Officer Leonie Roberts 

Groundsman Gary Devitt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 NOVEMBER 

29 Hearts Aflame: Gold 

Coin Donation 

3S Assembly 

Yr 6 Break Up 

 
 DECEMBER 

 

2 Year 6 Graduation 6pm 

4 Thank You Volunteers 

Morning Tea 9am 

6 End of Year Liturgy 11am 

 School Finishes Midday 

10 DR Manufacturing Pop 

Up Shop 7.30am-midday 

(school hall) 

 JANUARY 

20 School Office Reopens 

21 DR Manufacturing Pop 

UP Shop 7.30am-midday 

(school hall) 

29 School Resumes for 

2020 – 8.30am 



 

 
 

Invito’ – From the AP-RE 
Christmas in the Williams household is in full swing, it is our favourite time of year. We’ve been busy putting up lights, arranging our 

nativity scene and this weekend we’ll decorate our tree.  I’ve loved Christmas always, the gathering of my family are some of the most 

treasured memories I hold dear to my heart.  As the family has grown we now have a new generation of great nieces and nephews 

who are helping us make new and exciting memories.  

It’s hard to believe that another school year has passed and we are heading into the Season of Advent.  Once again it has been a year 

where we have made many lasting memories and will treasure those always. 

I’d like to thank the whole community for their great support of all our endeavours at Holy Spirit.  It is humbling to be part of this very 

special community. Thank you also to Mrs Davis for her very valued support in my role as AP-RE at Holy Spirit, it is much appreciated; 

and to the staff who have worked tirelessly to make Holy Spirit such a great place to live, grow and learn. 

First Communion 

Congratulations to the children who will be making their First Communion over the 

coming weekend. We wish you every blessing as you take this next step in your 

journey of faith.  The choir will be singing at the 9.30am Mass. 

Leaders of 2020 

The incumbent leaders of 2020 have been spending time reflecting on their theme for 

2020.  We looked at a range of ideas and scripture, with consideration of our 90th 

celebrations next year.  The theme for 2020 is: 

‘Honouring the past, looking forward to the new in one Spirit’ and is based on a passage from Corinthians.  

Advent Season 

“Soon we begin the Advent season. 'Advent' as we know means 'The Coming'. Already, when the gospels were written, the first Christians 

had begun to meditate on the significance of the Saviour's birth: the dawn of the world's salvation. The early Church celebrated 

Christmas in the depths of Europe's winter – probably because most people had traditions of special festivals at mid-winter. And as the 

days were beginning to lengthen, Christians were prompted to look forward to the springtime, when they would celebrate Easter, their 

greatest festival. 

Many of the readings of Advent are from the final chapters of the Book of Isaiah (40-66). These chapters, coming from the time of the 

Exile, are filled with a renewed hope and confidence in the great future God has promised.  

At our gathering each morning Middle School will lead an Advent Prayer and light an Advent candle each day.  Please join us for this 

prayer time at line up. 

SVDP Hampers 

Please continue to bring in items for the hampers; these will be presented at our final liturgy next 

Friday. 

Have a happy and Holy Christmas with family and friends, all the best for the year to come. 

God bless, Sue Williams, AP-RE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Student of the Week AWARDS 
 

PREP S Max G Always demonstrating the expected behaviours at Holy Spirit. 
  Vanessa S The amazing progress you have made with reading. 
PREP H Krish S For being a positive influence on your peers. 
  Saskia H For the progress you have made with reading. 
YEAR 1S Jack V Sharing items that help us make rich connections with learning 
  Yattee B For being respectful, inclusive and considerate team player. 

YEAR 1H Joud K For working tough across all learning areas. 
  Eliza W For showing kindness to others and always being a bucket filler 
YEAR 2H Taya F For letting your spirit shine every day at Holy Spirit School. 
  Alby G For the super effort you have been putting in during literacy. 
YEAR 2S Gabriella K For your fantastic achievements in writing. 
  Leon K Working tough to achieve your goals. 
YEAR 3S Sophie G For the mature approach you demonstrate during class. 
  Andrea G Your love of learning across all areas each day. 
YEAR 3H Eve K Demonstrating kind, inclusive and positive behaviour. 
 Murphy V The effort you have put into designing your ramp 
YEAR 4S The Whole of 4S For the amazing improvement though the year. 
  Oscar C For being a good friend and displaying resilience. 
YEAR 4H Jordan C For consistently demonstrating excellent behaviour. 
  William G For excellent effort with spelling and writing this week. 
MIDDLESCHOOL Olive C For staying on task and working tough during literacy block. 
 Camille F For always showing respect to your teachers and classmates. 
SPORTS 
AWARD 

Bernard M 2019 Beep Record Holder 

TENNIS COACHING AT HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL MULTI COURT 

Students having fun while learning the correct tennis skills for life. Tennis lessons are held after school by Tennis 

Mason. There are limited vacancies at various times on Mondays and Tuesdays.  

Prep to Year 6 pupils. Beginners welcome. Loan racquets are available. 

To enquire or enrol for term 1, 2020 please phone/text Jan Ph: 0414 598 004.  

or email: jmason@tennismason.com.au 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

Each term a group of parents volunteer to run the HSS second-hand uniform shop, both as a sustainable service to the 

school community and as a school fundraising venture. This service offers parents the opportunity to purchase school 

uniform items at the second-hand stall at about a third to a half of the cost of a full price items.  Parents usually donate 

items for sale throughout the year with all revenue raised going towards funding school project initiatives. 

For uniform donations - If you wish to donate uniforms for sale, please ensure all items are washed and in good condition 

(no tears, no stains, no broken zips and labels removed) and drop them at school reception.  Spare coat hangers are 

welcome too. 

Volunteers - If you are interested in volunteering as part of this sustainable initiative and help with this stall once a term, 

please express an interest by emailing pnewfarm@bne.catholic.edu.au 

The next Second-Hand Uniform Shop will be held early in Term 1, 2020 

mailto:jmason@tennismason.com.au


On Friday 29 November you are invited to 
make a gold coin donation to this special 
appeal.  Add your name to a flame to create 
the Holy Spirit wall of flames as a sign of our 
support and prayers.



 

Final Year message and thanks from the HSS P&F Association   
 

This is the last message for the school year from the Holy Spirit School Parents & 
Friends Association. This year has gone incredibly fast and has been another 
successful year for our students, their families and our dedicated teaching staff and 
support team. 
 
I am proud to report that in 2019, the P&F have financially supported: 
 

• The design, construction and installation of shade sails in the playground. 

• Mathematics equipment to support the introduction of the numeracy strategy 

• Literacy resources and reading books for classrooms 

• Authors-in-residence, Parent Workshop, Readers Workshops and prizes for the 
parade during the ever-popular Book Week 

• STEM and Robotics equipment including BEE Bots, VR Headsets and kits, We-
Dos, Logo Mindstorms, and data projectors. 

 
 
2020 I am sure will be equally fulfilling. We have an incredible year ahead of us 
with our biennial Spring Fair in September. We have already received so many 
emails with parents volunteering to help in the lead up and on the day of the Fair. 
A big thank you to everyone who has put their hand up so far, and  we will be 
looking for even more helpers in the new year. 
 
Early next year we will provide more detail on the Spring Fair and what our 
fundraising focus will be.  The priorities will come from the HSS Strategic Plan and 
the 2020 Annual School Plan.  The P&F is committed to ensuring that we continue 
to support programs and initiatives that will help make a difference to our 
children’s learning and well-being. 
 
Finally I would like to thank our previous P&F Executive for their dedication and 
continued guidance and support of the new Executive. I would also like to thank 
my fellow executive Anne-Maree, Claire, Laura, Emma, Brad, Simon and Anthony 
for all their support and hard work this year and the Class Reps. I would also like to 
give a special thanks to Kim Davis for her leadership and support of the P&F 
throughout the year. 
 
This is a very special time of the year. A time we come together as a family to 
celebrate and reflect on the year that was and rejoice in our catholic faith. I would 
like to take this opportunity to wish all the families and friends of Holy Spirit School 
a very happy and safe Christmas and I look forward to seeing you all again in 2020. 
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year  
 
Patrick Schweizer and the HSS P&F Association  

 


