
 

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
I have sat down to write this newsletter and have hit the delete button a number of times.  Amidst all that is 
happening in our lives, community and world, I am finding it difficult to find the right words.   

• The right words for members of our community who have lost jobs.   

• The right words for members of our community who have had to inform employees they no longer have 
work.   

• The right words for the parent who has closed the doors of their business and can’t work. 

• The right words for the Prep student who asks “why can’t I hold my friend’s hand?”   

• The right words for teachers who keep working when they are feeling worried.   

• The right words for parents who don’t know what they’ll do when schools close. 
 
The right words seem difficult and challenging and the impact of COVID-19 is and will be enormous. 
 
The right words for me at the moment have to be connected to hope and gratitude.  I am hopeful and grateful 
for medical professionals who are working to find a cure and to care for people each and every day.  I am grateful 
for the staff at HSS for arriving each day and for prioritising the education and wellbeing of students in our school.  
I am hope-filled by the students who amidst all that is happening in the world, want to  
learn and play and laugh and be kids.  I am grateful to parents for your emails, expressions of kindness, 
recognition of staff, coffees, champagne, chocolates, antipasto platters, caramel fudge and cannoli’s.  
We are people of hope.  We are people of thanksgiving.  We are community.   
 
And in the words of Charlie Mackesy…  
“What do we do when our hearts hurt?” asked the boy. 
“We wrap them with friendship, shared tears and time, till they 
wake hopeful and happy again.”  
(Mackesy, C., 2019, The boy, the mole, the fox and the horse)  
 

My prayers and thoughts are with all members of our  
community.  I know there is pain, concern and distress.   
Please reach out for help. 
 
With every good wish, 
Kim  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

Term 1, Week 9, 26 March 2020 



 

 

Holy Spirit School – Pupil Free Days 30 March-3April  
The Queensland Premier has announced there will be pupil-free days for schools from Monday 30 March – 
Friday 3 April.  Brisbane Catholic Education will be following the government’s advice and enacting pupil-
free days next week at Holy Spirit School. Parents and carers involved in essential services may choose to 
send their children to school next week where supervision will be provided.  This will take the form of 
combined classes of students being supervised to undertake the learning teachers have prepared online.  
Please see the communication sent on behalf of the Acting Executive Director, Dr Doug Ashleigh. 

 
 
Health and Wellbeing 
Resources to support conversations about CONVID-19 have been added to the Parent Portal.  There are also 
resources promoting Mindfulness.  Please take some time to explore these resources.  Our Guidance 
Counsellor will be available for online and telephone support throughout this time. We will inform you of 
the process to connect with Maria in the coming weeks.   

 
Parenting and wellbeing experts providing guidance accessible online include the following: 

• https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/parental-as-anything-with-maggie-dent/  
• https://www.happyfamilies.com.au/podcasts/ with Dr Justin Coulson. Follow on Facebook 

to access informative and supportive articles and to be informed of webinars. 
• https://gozen.com/podcast/ Renee Jain, the founder and Chief Storyteller at GoZen! 

Provides informed and evidence-based recommendations for families. You can access other 
resources and information about her online programs by following GoZen: Anxiety Relief for 
Children on Facebook. 

• https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/triple-p-online/toddlers-to-
tweens/ is available free online for Queenslanders and confidential support can be provided 
by an experienced practitioner via phone https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-
uken/find-help/phone-parentline/ . 

 
*Thank you to our guidance counsellor, Maria Kazovsky for compiling this information along with the 
resources available on the Parent Portal. 
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Invito – From the AP-RE 

This beautiful artwork was shared with me during the week and I forwarded it on to all our staff.  I also spent some time with 

Year 6 reflecting on the messages they took from it.  I asked the children what they would 

call this art work if they were the creator. Some of these were;  

Jesus the Healer, Jesus the Doctor and Healer, Jesus the Healer of the World, Earth’s 

Protector, Earth’s Holy Healer, Help the World, An Echo of Kindness, Saviour of the World, 

The Broken. 

Something they did discuss was the Pope’s Encyclical – Laudato Si and the importance of 

caring for our common home, for those in our world and our communities, particularly at 

this time. 

Project Compassion – This week’s story – Tawonga 

Tawonga is a 10-year-old girl, living with a disability. She lives in a village in northern Malawi in a  

region plagued by food insecurity and poverty. For most of her life, her parents have struggled to 

put meals on the table. Tawonga often had to miss school because she was too sick from hunger. 

The family also faced discrimination in their community due to her disability.  

Since participating in a Caritas Australia supported program, Tawonga’s life has transformed. Her family now grows enough 

food to provide three meals a day, ending the struggle of malnutrition, and helping her thrive at school. 

Messages of Kindness 

This week I have been humbled by the generous spirit of our parents, students, staff and wider community. Many of you 

know about the wonderful work that many groups do in our community. One of these is the Neighbourhood Centre which 

supports those most in need in our community. Due to the current situation it has closed down and there was great concern 

shown by all involved about those who connect to the centre for support.  The supporters of this group answered a call to 

organise hampers which would be delivered to those in need.  Another group which were recognised that may need support 

and messages of kindness are our elderly in the community.  The students in Year 4 & MS will create messages of joy for 

these residents which will be delivered to some of the local nursing homes.  

Over the last week our Year 6 Kindness Ninjas have been sharing positive messages before each break with the students and 

at the end of each day we have whole school singing from our classrooms.  Each year level has chosen a favourite song we’ve 

learnt at Sacred Singing and we finish the day with song.  It’s been a nice way to finish the day. 

Catholic Mission 

It's hard to believe we are almost at the end of the term, and sadly my last here at Holy Spirit for the next year. I have taken 

the opportunity to work with Catholic Mission as Youth and Student Engagements Officer, something which I am very 

passionate about. Thank you for the kind messages of support, it has meant the world to me. 

I’m very appreciative of the support from Mrs Davis and Brisbane Catholic Education to my taking up this particular role.  

I don't think the reality of not being at Holy Spirit has quite hit me yet but I'm sure that it will in the 

coming weeks.  Holy Spirit has been a very special part of my life, and each of you have a special  

place in my heart. I take the most precious of memories with me as I move into this new role and I  

know they will sustain me.  Thanks to everyone who's been part of my journey at Holy Spirit; I have  

learnt so much as an educator but more importantly the importance of community and the sense  

of being a part of something so rich and life giving.   

I’d like to thank the staff of Holy Spirit. You have been such great friends and sources of wisdom  

throughout my time here.  I have been blessed to have worked with such dedicated, professional,  

generous, kind and faith filled people.  I’d like to acknowledge and thank the staff for the difference 

they have made in my life.  I’m richer for having been a part of this wonderful team. 

God’s blessings on you all, Sue Williams, AP-RE 



 

 

 

 

 

 


