
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

The topic of homework always garners fierce debate at our family get-togethers!  From “I am sick of the kid’s homework” to “We nev-
er get enough homework”.  As the sole resident teacher in these debates, it is usually up to me to offer some considered thought or 
break up the cousins arguing or maybe just interject with “how about the weather!”  Opinions from parents and carers also bring this 
diversity of thought.  Some parents want more school set homework while other parents see value in outside school experiences. 

Professor John Hattie, a leading researcher in identifying what impacts on student achievement found that homework has very l imited 
impact.   

“Homework in primary school has an effect of around zero. In high school it’s larger. (…) Which is why we need to get 
it right. Not why we need to get rid of it. It’s one of those lower hanging fruit that we should be looking in our primary 
schools to say, “Is it really making a difference?” If you try and get rid of homework in primary schools many parents 
judge the quality of the school by the presence of homework. So, don’t get rid of it. Treat the zero as saying, “It’s prob-
ably not making much of a difference but let’s improve it”. Certainly I think we get over obsessed with homework. Five 
to ten minutes has the same effect of one hour to two hours. The worst thing you can do with homework is give kids 
projects. The best thing you can do is to reinforce something you’ve already learnt.” (https://visible-
learning.org/2014/09/john-hattie-interview-bbc-radio-4/)  

Yesterday you would have received a homework survey.  This survey is an invitation to offer your thoughts, opinions and 
values about homework in relation to your own child/children.  Please complete this survey and return to school by next 
Monday 12 March.  The information collected will shape the Holy Spirit Homework Policy. 

With every good wish, 

Kim 

John Hattie’s Research 

Here’s what Professor Hattie offers in raising Student Achievement 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1, Week 7, 8 March 2018 
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New Holy Spirit School App. 

Please find information about the new BCE Connect App for Holy Spirit School included in this 
newsletter.  Instructions on how to access the app are included in the flyer.  This will be another 
important communication option for parents in our school.  A number of the requests presented at 
the last P & F Meeting are included in the App. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on Monday 19 and Tuesday 20 March.  These are important 
opportunities to discuss the progress your child is making academically, socially, physically, spiritu-
ally and emotionally.  Please take the time to make an appointment via Parent Teacher Online to 
meet with your child’s class teacher. 

Haircuts at Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit Parent Handbook provides expectations for uniforms and haircuts at Holy Spirit 
School.  

The section on hair states: 

It is expected that students with long hair have it tied back in colours of blue or gold.  
Hair colour is to be the child’s natural colour and haircuts should not be shorter than a 
blade 3 cut. 

These expectations are clear and provided at the time of enrolment.  Please ensure your child’s 
haircut meets these expectations.     

Cyber Safety Parent Information Session 

All parents are invited to attend a social media safety session presented by Tricia Munn from Eyes 
Open Social Media on Tuesday 13 March at 6.00pm in the school library. 

2019 Prep Enrolments  

Enrolment applications for children in Prep 2019 will close on Friday 23 March, 2018.  Please com-
plete enrolment forms for siblings or advise your friends and family of this date. 

From the Primary Learning Leader 

On Friday 16 March 2018, Australian schools will stand united in their communities to celebrate the 
eighth National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence (NDA).  Holy Spirit School recognises 
this important issue.  Last Friday, 4H explained to the school the importance of taking a stand 
against bullying during our assembly.  They also performed a rap explaining why bullying is not ac-
ceptable.  Classroom teachers will reinforce this message in the classroom (and perhaps even teach 
the children the anti-bullying rap) and on the 23rd March, the Arts Council will present a play to the 
school reinforcing this message.   

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 MARCH 

9 Zone 6 Swimming 

Carnival 

13 Social Media Parent 

Meeting, 6pm in the 

Library 

14 P & F Meeting 

7pm 

15 Rice Day. Gold Coin 

Donation 

Middle School/Prep 

Class Mass 9am 

16 Tuckshop Resumes 

Orders due  

Wednesday, 9am 

16 School Banking Rep 

from CBA speaking 

at assembly. New 

accounts can be set 

up from 8.00am 

19-

20 

 Parent Teacher 

Interviews 

23 Prep 2019  

Enrolments Close  

23 School Disco 

6pm 

29 School Finishes for 

Term 1, 3pm 

 



Invito’ – From the AP-RE 

This week we continued our Lenten Program, Blessed and Broken. Our session was, Remembering, where we listened to the Cleans-
ing of the Temple from John.  This Gospel is a stark reminder to us of the fact that God should be the centre of our lives.  Jesus chal-
lenges our human priorities. (Blessed and Broken) Please come along and join us each Wednesday morning at 8.30am at the table on 
the deck.  

Whole School Stations of the Cross 

This year our Stations of the Cross will be led by Middle School on Thursday 29th April at 12.15pm.  As a school we will walk the sta-
tions immersing ourselves in the sights and sounds along the journey.  All families are welcome to join us for this journey. 

This week’s Caritas story: Evangeline, Australia. 

For many people in Evangeline’s community, life can be hard. It can be hard to find good 
housing, to find a job, or to access health services.  

It can also be very hard to see your traditions and culture disappear.  

However things changed for the better for Evangeline when she started working at the 
Djilpin Arts Centre which is supported by Caritas Australia.  

At the Centre, young people come together with Elders to learn about their culture 
through art, storytelling, dance and song.  

This year, Evangeline is busy guiding tourists, coordinating cultural activities and helping community members to practise and market 
their arts.  

Ks for Caritas continues tomorrow on the lower flat.  I will be away tomorrow so Mrs Mooney, Mrs Devitt & Ms Pobar will be there to 
support our runners.  Please remember to bring along your books to have them stamped.  This week we are running/walking ten laps.  
Thank you to everyone who came last week, we had around 50 children which was a fantastic effort.   

Rice Day 

Next Thursday is Rice Day, an annual awareness raising opportunity for Project Compassion.  At first break each student will receive a 
small cup of plain rice to eat. We take this opportunity during Lent to have a small cup of rice to give us a sense of what having only a 
little food may feel like.  It is also a reminder to us of how blessed we are.  We invite the children to bring a gold coin on that day to 
add to their class Project Compassion box. 

Thank you to Year 4 for leading us so prayerfully at Mass today. 

Have a great week, God bless, Sue Williams, AP-RE 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Student of the Week AWARDS 

Prep S: Elysse G, being such a kind and helpful friend. Zeteny S, amazing way you worked in literacy rotations. 

Prep H: Aston P, trying your best to get involved in class discussions. Claudia V, amazing effort at reading. 

Year 1H: Bronson C, displaying great focus in reading. Amelia C, always offering a helping hand. 

Year 1S: Robert C, showing persistence and working tough. Dylan F, effort and enthusiasm at sacred singing. 

Year 2H: Lucia W, approaching writing tasks with enthusiasm. Balthasar F, being a great school representative at our excursion.   

Year 2S:  Danyella C, being a responsible member of our class. Oliver L, displaying a hard working attitude in Maths. 

Year 3H: Benjamin W, positively contributing to class discussions. Sam F, staying on task and completing work in the required time. 

Year 3S: Louisa W, being an enthusiastic learner. Coulter V, demonstrating growing confidence 

Year 4H: William B, bringing enthusiasm to the classroom. Matilda M, creating a clever, well written information report. 

Year 4S: Lillian M, showing confidence when sharing ideas. Kevin A, being well organised and focussed. 

MS H: Marcela R, being a great friend to all. Victoria S, approaching your learning with more of a growth mindset 

MS S: Isaac D, contributing insightful thoughts to discussions. Peter M, working collaboratively with classmates 

Sports Award: Rafferty L, working well during perceptual motor programs 

Cross Country and Nudojo  

We are very grateful to Marco Mastrorocco from 
Nudojo who has been supporting our school Cross 
Country training.  This is a great addition to the 
program offered by our Holy Spirit teachers.  Cross 
Country training is also a great complimentary ac-
tivity to the program Marco offers at our 
school.  It’s great to see Holy Spirit students, active 
each morning to support their fitness and wellbe-
ing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALLING ALL BOOK COVERERS 
 

It’s that time of year when Mr Drew is looking to outsource aspects of his job 
to other people.  Therefore, all those wonderful people with book covering 

skills are cordially invited to contact the library. Covering can be done at 
school or at home. 

But make sure you get in early … places fill fast and you don’t want to miss 
out!!! 



HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL NEW FARM Mobile Application - BCE Connect 

 

The BCE Connect mobile app makes it easy for you to keep up with 

school events and information.  

 The latest version/release of BCE Connect allows us to send 

announcements as a push notice to anyone who has installed the app 

and selected HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL and saved as a Favourite, for 

example a bus running late from an excursion.  Make sure you have 

notifications enabled on your device for the app when you install it. 

The push notification feature may be used to send an emergency 

announcement or to highlight an important message.  The 

notification presents on a mobile device similar to a SMS text 

message.  You do not have to open the app to see the notification. 

Other features include newsletters, school forms and the ability to 

notify of student absences at a touch of a button. 

The best experience is if you log into the App, which is done with the 

same username and password as the Parent Portal, the App will 

enable you to stay logged in for up to a year. To access the parent 

portal go to the school website, www.holyspiritnewfarm.qld.edu.au. 

Click on the Parent Info tab at the top of the page and click on Parent 

Portal.  You might get a log in screen for Brisbane Catholic Education. 

Put your email address in as your user name and first time user or forgotten password. 

Use the feedback tool in the app if you want to send a suggestion or let us know what you’d like in 

the app. 

 

BCE Connect, is now available to download from: 

·         Google play store  

·         Apple App Store  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.holyspiritnewfarm.qld.edu.au/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.edu.catholic.bne.bceconnect01
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/bce-connect/id910824920?mt=8


Welcome Back 
We	are	looking	forward	to	a	very	
exci4ng	year	in	the	tuckshop	and	we	
know	that	the	children	are	looking	
forward	to	tuckshop	star4ng	up	
again	too!!			

The	Holy	Spirit	Tuckshop	runs	on	a	
Friday	morning	and	orders	must	be	
placed	on	flexischools	by	9am	on	the	
Wednesday	before.			

Due	to	the	impact	on	our	processes	no	late	tuckshop	orders	can	be	accepted	and	as	a	
result	we	suggest	you	set	up	a	recurring	order	in	the	system	to	avoid	disappointment	in	the	
event	that	you	miss	the	cut	off.		Tuckshop	will	commence	on	Friday	16th	of	March	so	the	
first	orders	are	due	by	Wednesday	14th	March	at	9am!!			

We	will	be	including	some	new	items	on	the	menu	for	your	children	to	enjoy	this	year.			

A	few	housekeeping	items	to	remember:	please	set	up	your	child	on	flexischools	(if	not	
already	done),	update	their	profile	for	this	year’s	class	(to	ensure	it	makes	its	way	to	the	
right	classroom),	place	your	child's	order	online	and	set	it	up	as	a	recurring	order.			

As	a	team	of	volunteers	leading	the	tuck	shop	this	year,	we	ask	that	you	please	direct	any	
queries	to	the	office.		Any	feedback	can	be	directed	to	the	tuckshop	commiSee	via	a	
feedback	form	which	will	be	located	at	the	office.		Please	remember:	whilst	the	tuckshop	is	
nut	aware,	please	ensure	that	you	order	appropriately	for	any	specific	allergies,	intolerance	
or	preferences	your	child	may	have.						

The	Holy	Spirit	Tuckshop	CommiSee	

Next	Steps…			www.flexischools.com.au

HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL TUCKSHOP 
2018  

Information

New Menu Items 
Penne pasta served 
plain or with napoli 
or bolognese sauce. 

Hotdogs Return!! 
this time with 
Cleavers organic 
skinless hotdogs 
inside! 

Krazy Lemon is 
Back!! 
made in Australia, 
from quality 
Australian lemon 
juice, no colours or 
preservatives 
added and it's 
gluten free 

CREATE AN ACCOUNT 
create an account for your 
child and ensure that the 

class is up to date 

1
PLACE YOUR ORDER  

place your order by 9am 
each Wednesday for the 

following Friday 

2
SET AS RECURRING 

Set your order to recur in 
flexischools in case you miss 
the deadline to ensure your 

child never missed out

3



Holy Spirit School Tuckshop Menu - 2018
Specials Inclusions / Optional extras Price

Penne Pasta with olive oil with / without cheese  $3.00

Penne Pasta with Napoli Sauce with / without cheese $3.50

Penne Pasta with Bolognese Sauce with / without cheese $4.00

Chicken Burger - plain with / without mayo $3.50

Chicken Burger - with salad with mayo, cheese and salad $4.00

Chicken Wrap with lettuce and mayo $3.00

Lasagne $4.00

Hot Dog with/ without sauce $3.00

Sausage Roll - King Size (180g) with/ without sauce $4.00

Sausage Roll - Snack Size (125g) with/ without sauce $3.00

Sushi Information Price

Avocado Sushi no mayo $2.95

Chicken Teriyaki Sushi $2.95

Tuna Sushi $2.95

Crispy Chicken Sushi with Mayo $2.95

Sandwiches Options * Price

Vegemite Sandwich $1.50

Cheese Sandwich toasted / untoasted $2.00

Ham Sandwich toasted / untoasted $2.00

Ham and Cheese Sandwich toasted / untoasted $2.50

Fruit Inclusions Price

Apple slinky / segmented $1.00

Banana $1.50

Fruit Special seasonal fruit salad or special $2.50

Snacks Inclusions Price

Carrot Sticks with hummus or cream cheese $1.50

Cheese and Crackers tasty cheese and rice crackers $2.00

Popcorn $0.75

Vanilla Yoghurt $1.50

Jelly Cup $1.50Home Bake Inclusions Price

Chocolate Cupcake with chocolate icing $1.50

Vanilla Cupcake with vanilla icing $1.50

ANZAC biscuit $1.50

Drinks Flavours Price

Bottled Water $1.00

Plain Milk $1.00

Flavoured Milk Chocolate or Strawberry $2.00

Pop Top Juice (250ml) Apple, Orange, Apple & Blackcurrant $1.50

Krazy Lemon $2.00

Ice Blocks Flavours Price

Icy Pole Lemonade $1.25

Calippo Raspberry and Pineapple $1.25

Moosies Milk Treat Chocolate or Strawberry $1.50

Quelch Stick Random flavour $0.50

The above prices may be subject to change (as suppliers prices may change) * a 50c charge will be added for toasting when selected in flexischools 

!1



COMMONWEALTH GAMES 

DISCO 
CAN YOU DANCE LIKE BOROBI? 😊😊😊 

 
 

 

 

DRESS: FAVOURITE SPORTS STAR OR IN COLOURS OF THE COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES FLAGS 

WHEN: FRIDAY 23RD MARCH, 2018 

TIME: 6.00PM-8.30PM 

ENTRY: $20 PER FAMILY OR $7 PER PERSON 

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED VIA FLEXISCHOOLS EARLY MARCH 

PIZZA & SUSHI WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE FOR PRE-PURCHASE VIA FLEXISCHOOLS EARLY MARCH 

DRINKS BAR AVAILABLE ON THE NIGHT 

HANDBALL COMPETITION 😊 DANCE COMPETITION 😊 BEST DRESS COMPETITION 😊 

GREAT PRIZES TO BE WON 😊😊😊 
 

 



SOCIAL MEDIA SAFETY

SOCIAL MEDIA SAFETY 

PARENT WORKSHOPS

HOLY SPIRIT  
NEW FARM

  
When: Tuesday March 13th  
Time:  6pm - 7pm 

Holy Spirit New Farm are 
pleased to invite our parent 
community to a: 



PRACTICAL STEPS TO PROTECT YOUR CHILD

ABOUT TRICIA MUNN (PRESENTER)

WHAT THE POSSIBLE DANGERS ARE

WHAT MAKES YOUR CHILD VULNERABLE

INSTAGRAM, SNAPCHAT, SKYPE, MUSICAL.LY, 

ONLINE GAMES AND MORE 

Tric ia Munn has just  one goal .  To protect  school  aged 
chi ldren, fami l ies and adul ts f rom the widespread 
dangers that exist  on social  media networks.  

Through personal  exper ience, years of  d i l igent research 
and invest igat ion,  Tr ic ia has ident i f ied cr i t ical  problems 
in the secur i ty funct ions provided on al l  major social  
media plat forms. 

Bul l ies,  predators and harassment have f lour ished on 
social  media and Tr ic ia has discovered that poor ly 
understood secur i ty set t ings are enabl ing the worst  
forms of  onl ine behaviour.  

Not sat isf ied to have simply discovered the depth of  the 
problem, Tr ic ia has worked t i re lessly to develop a 
comprehensive solut ion to very harmful  ant i -social  
behaviour onl ine.  

Times: 6.00pm - 7.00pm 
Tuesday 13th March 2018 
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Monday 9th April - Thursday 12th April 
9am - 11am each day / years 2 - 6  
Holy Spirit School New Farm   
Want to improve your running speed and technique?
Improve your endurance and strength?  
Improve your running fitness for other sports? (eg soccer, 
hockey or netball?) 

$40 per day ($100 for 3 days or a$120 for 4 days 

www.nudojo.com

Intensive Running Conditioning 
Holiday Camp 

http://www.nudojo.com
http://www.nudojo.com


 
 

 

Workshops 1 &2 
Eucharist 

Saturday, 4pm – inside the church 
(followed by the Vigil Mass at 6pm) 

or 
Sunday, 10.45am –HSS Hall 
(following the Family Mass at 9.30am) 

 
Please note the following: 

1. For those who haven’t replied yet, please email the 
parish office as to which workshop day your family 
could attend. 

2. Please ensure that Weeks 1 & 2 of the preparation book 
have already been completed. 

3.  When attending the mass, all candidates will be 
joining the Offertory procession. After being blessed by 
the priest, they will sit in front so they can watch the 
celebrant prepare the Eucharist. 

https://stainedglassinc.com/glass/full/3970.jpg


An exciting T20 Competition for Women & Girls aged 10 to  Adults
Venue:	 		 Kalinga	Park,	Clayfield
Time:		 		 Sunday’s	-	9:30am	-	12:00pm
Dates:		 	 Round	1	-	13th	May	-	24th	June
													 	 Round	2	-	15th	July	-	26th	August
Cost:		 	 $75	for	Round	1	or	2		 					 	 	 	
	 	 	 $100	for	Full	Season	(Round	1	&	2)	

Contact: Robert Bailey: robert@tasc.net.au or  0411 222 684 or 
 Laurence Christie: admin@warehousecricket.org or  0415 342 007 

Proudly Presented By Warehouse Cricket Association

WINTER HEAT 
GIRLS LEAGUE

Accepting	individual	and	team	nominations


